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(ZFEMR)

[Sheet A] Overall Quality of Patent Examination on National Applications

When responding to the questionnaire, please indicate by checking the box below if you wish your name to be known to us; or if you wish
to remain anonymous, i.e., you don't want your name to be known to us.

> Wish your name to be known to us.

2 Wish to be anonymous.

*If you choose “Wish to be anonymous,” your response will be handled anonymously. However, information such as your
e-mail address might disclose your identity, which we will not make note of.

Your

E-mail address
Name

* If you choose “Wish your name to be known to us,” please fill in the spaces above with your name and e-mail address.
Please be advised that by providing your name and e-mail address, we may contact you if we have any question about
your responses.

* We would appreciate it if you would kindly answer all the questions in [1] and [2] below, according to your experience
during the last one year or so.

[1] Overall Quality of Patent Examination

Somew hat Somew hat

Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Unsatisfied Unsatisfied
5 4 3 2 1
L 1 1 1 1
Are you satisfied with the overall quality of patent examination at the C C C C C
1) )
JPO during the last one year or so?
Please evaluate the quality of JPO’s patent examination regarding the ... Somew hat Somew hat .
2) i Satisfied . Neutral o Unsatisfied
following aspects 1-11 below. Satisfied Unsatisfied Not Sure/
No Opportunity
5 4 3 2 1
| 1 1 1 ]
thorough and easy-to-understand description in notifications
1. - O O O O O O
of reasons for refusal (except for any decisions of refusal)
thorough and easy-to-understand description in decision
2. of refusal C C C C C C
3. proper application of the following legal wordings
the main paragraph of Article 29 (1) (industrial applicability o o o o o o
3-1. and judgement of whether the subject matter falls under the
concept of “invention”)
3-2. items of Article 29 (1) (novelty) C C C C C C
3-3.  Article 29 (2) (inventive step)
34, Article 3§ (4}) (i) and Ar.ticle 36 (6) (descriptive requirements o o o o o
for description and claims)
3-5.  Article 37 (unity of invention) C C C C C C
36, Artlclg 17-2 3 thrqugh Article 17-2 (6) (amendment of o o o o o o
description and claims etc.)
4. consistency of judgements among examiners 'S e e e e e
5. appropriateness of searches
5-1.  domestic patent literature searches e e e ® C C
5-2.  foreign patent literature searches O O O O O O
5-3.  non-patent literature searches O O O O O O
6. level of examiners’ expertise in technical details O O O O O O

communication with examiners
such as face-to-face interviews and telephone conversations

8. scope of patent that was granted after examination C C C C O C

(Is the scope of the patent that was granted sufficient
in view of the contents of the application and prior art?)
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9. If you have found any qualities that the JPO has, which exceed those of other patent offices, please check the categories below
(multiple choices allowed).
If you have not found anything superior, then please check “nothing in particular”.

[~ prior art searches . N )
o no opportunity for examination by the other Offices /
- thorough and easy-to-understand description not sure
in notifications of reasons for refusal
™ judgement on novelty/inventive step I nothing in particular
I examiners’ understanding of technical details
- communication with examiners such as face-to-face

interviews and telephone conversations
I~ others (fill in the space below)

comments for 9

10. If you have found other patent office(s), which have superior qualities compared to those of the JPO, please check the
foreign patent office(s) below (multiple choices allowed). We also welcome your comment on which area the other
offices are superior. If you did not feel that the other offices were superior, then please check “nothing in particular”.

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) no opportunity for examination by the other Offices /
European Patent Office (EPO) not sure
State Intellectual Property Office of the P.R.C. (SIPO) I~ nothing in particular

Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO)

Other Office(s) (Which office(s) is it?
Please fill in the space below.)

o I B i

comments for 10

11. How often any proper cited document is newly presented in the other countries/regions after the JPO issued
examination results on the application(s) aiming at obtaining the equivalent scope of patent rights at the JPO and in the
other countries/regions?

no opportunity for

more proper document(s) more proper more proper inati tth
are document(s) are document(s) are ex(ihm;?(a)f';.):e?s) /e
rarely cited sometimes cited often cited notslure
| | | |
(2)United States Patent and Trademark Office L L I I
(USPTO)
(2)European Patent Office (EPO) r r r r
(3)State Intellectual Property Office - - r r
of the P.R.C. (SIPO)
(4)Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) I r r r

(5)the countries/regions other than the above

(countries/regions: )
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If you have any other comments on or requests for improving the quality of patent examination, please let us know in the
space below. (If you chose “1: Unsatisfied” or “2: Somewhat Unsatisfied” in 1.-8. above, please comment on your reasons for
being unsatisfied or somewhat unsatisfied. We also welcome your opinion / request related to the aspects 1.-11. above.)

[2] Comments/Requests about any other aspects of the questionnaire

We would appreciate it if you would kindly give us any comments or requests you might have about any other aspects of the
questionnaire. For example, this could include your opinions about your own or other users' specific application(s); or your comments
could be about this Survey itself, such as the format, forms, wording. Please specify here whether you consent to

giving your responses to the examiner(s) in charge as feedback, if you give any comments on any specific application.

comments
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[Sheet B] Quality of Patent Examination on Specific National Applications

* Application Number (Title of the Invention)

We would appreciate it if you would kindly answer the following questions in [1] and [2] below about the
examination conducted on this specific patent application

[1] We would like to give your response I would NOT like to give my
to the examiner in charge as feedback ™ responses to the examiner(s) in
for examination quality improvement. charge as feedback.
Neutral
e . . L Somewhat i§)mewhat i
[2] Are you satisfied with the quality of patent examination Satisfied Unsatisfied :
on this application? Satisfied Unsatisﬁ;ed
5 4 31 2 11
|
i

If you chose “5: Satisfied” or “4: Somewhat Satisfied”

please check the reasons which you are satisfied/somewhat satisfied with ~ «——
among the choices provided below. (This is optional and multiple

responses are possible.)

thorough and easy-to-understand description in the notification(s) of reasons for refusal
proper judgement on novelty/inventive step

proper search scope/search results

communication with examiners

such as face-to-face interviews and telephone conversations

1 1717

I~ others (Please write the details in the space below.)

comments

If you chose “2: Somewhat Unsatisfied” or “1: Unsatisfied” : A

1 Please check the procedures in Column | with which you are somewhat unsatisfied/unsatisfied (multiple choices
@ allowed); and then

check the options in Column Il from A-l with which you are somewhat unsatisfied/unsatisfied (multiple choices
allowed). The descriptions for A through | are listed below.

@

PR Column | ~------- . Column 1I

A B C D E F G HI

- first notification of
reasons for refusal

r - - - D r

reasons for refusal

r— decision to grant a
patent

I~ decision of refusal

— final notification of : - FrrFrrrrr '—i

/ thorough and easy-to-understand description in the
A .
notification(s) of reasons for refusal / decision of refusal

: excessive number of cited documents
: judgement on lack of novelty/inventive step = Please goonto 3-1.
. judgement on lack of descriptive requirements (Article 36 (4) (i)
" and Article 36 (6))
: judgement regarding violation of requirements for unity
(Article 37)
: consistency of judgements among examiners
: search scope/search results
H : communication with examiners
such as face-to-face interviews and telephone conversations

\I : others

Please go on to 3-2.

m O O @

-

Please go on to 3-3.
Please go on to 3-4.

)
3
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(3) Please let us know the basis for your choice in 2. above.
3-1. If you chose “C: novelty/inventive step” in 2. above, please check the reasons with which you are unsatisfied.
I identification of cited document(s) — judgement of identical features/differences
[~ judgement of combination/motivation [~ judgement regarding dependent claim(s)

[~ others

comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case.)

3-2. Ifyou chose “D: descriptive requirements,” in 2. above, please check the reasons with which you are unsatisfied.

judgement regarding support

. [~ judgement regarding enablement requirements
requirements

]rl;c(iq%(iergir;tnr;gardmg clarity I judgement regarding product-by-process (PBP) claims *
*If you check this box for PBP claims, do not check the box
"judgement regarding clarity requirements.”

comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case.)

I~ others

If you chose “F: consistency of judgements” in 2. above, please check the reasons with which you are

33, nsatisfied.

difference in judgements in the same

technical field — difference in judgements among different technical fields

difference in judgements between the

I examination division and the appeals [~ difference from the judgements at the office(s) other than the JPO
and trials

~ others (office name: )

comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case.)

3-4. If you chose “G: searches” in 2. above, please check the reasons with which you are unsatisfied.

[~ foreign patent literature searches [~ non-patent literature searches

difference from the search results at the office(s) other than
the JPO

I~ others (office name: )

comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case.)

™ domestic patent literature searches

If you have any further comments or requests, please write them in the space below. You can also write
~> comments/requests about other application(s).

(Please specify here whether you consent to giving your response to the examiner(s) in charge as
feedback or not, if you give any comments on any other specific application.)

comments
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Overall Quality of the International Search and International Preliminary
[Sheet C] £yamination on PCT Applications

When responding to the questionnaire, please indicate by checking the box below if you wish your name to be known to us; or if you wish to
remain anonymous, i.e., you don't want your name to be known to us.
> Wish your name to be known to us.
»  Wish to be anonymous.
*If you choose “Wish to be anonymous,” your response will be handled anonymously. However, information such as your e-
mail address might disclose your identity, which we will not make note of.

Your

E-mail address
Name

* If you choose “Wish your name to be known to us,” please fill in the spaces above with your name and e-mail address.
Please be advised that by providing your name and e-mail address, we may contact you if we have any question about
your responses.

* We would appreciate it if you would kindly answer all the questions in [1] and [2] below, according to your experience during
the last one year or so.

[1] Overall Quality of the International Search and International Preliminary Examination including ISRs (Form PCT/ISA/210),
WO/ISAs (Form PCT/ISA/237), and IPERs (Form PCT/ISA/409)

Somew hat Somew hat

Satisfied Satisfied Neutral Unsatisfied Unsatisfied
5 4 3 2 1
L I I I |
1) Are you satisfied with the overall quality of the International Search and C C C C C
International Preliminary Examination during the last one year or so?
Please evaluate the quality of the International Search and International
Preliminary Examination at the JPO regarding the following aspects 1-11  satisfied "M noya SOMWPAL 1 istied
2) L any X 9 9 g p Satisfied Unsatisfied
below on a 5-point scale.
5 4 3 2 1
Not sure /
No Oppotrunity
| | | | |
1. IPC accuracy C C C C C C
judgement on excluded subject matter* from searches
* excluded subject matter from searches falling under scientific . - ~ - - -
and mathematical theories, methods of doing business, and
mere presentations of information etc.
) ) ) ) O O O O O
3. judgement on unity of invention
] ) _ O O O O O
4.  judgement on novelty/inventive step
5.  reasoned statement regarding novelty/inventive step > © C C C ©
6. judgement on descriptive defects C C C C C C
7. consistency of judgements in the international phase C O O O O O
8. consstency of judgements between the international phase o o o o o o
and the national phase
(consistency of judgements between the international phase at the
JPO and the national phase at the JPO)
9.  appropriateness of searches
C O O O O O

9-1. domestic patent literature searches
9-2. foreign patent literature searches

9-3. non-patent literature searches
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How often any proper cited document is newly presented in the other countries/regions in the national phase, after the JPO

o issued the report as ISA?
more proper more proper more proper no op.)por.tunityf(;r
document(s) are document(s) are document(s) are examlnatlc_)n atthe
rarely cited sometimes cited often cited other Office(s) /
notsure
| | | |
(1)United States Patent and Trademark Office I~ r r -
(USPTO)
(2)European Patent Office (EPO) I N L L
(3)State Intellectual Property Office r r r r
of the P.R.C. (SIPO)
(4)Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO) r I L I
(5)the countries/regions other than the above r r r r

( countries fegions:

If you have any other comments on or requests for improving the quality of patent examination, please let us know in the space
below. (If you chose “1: Unsatisfied” or “2: Somewhat Unsatisfied” in 1-9 above, please comment on your reasons for being
unsatisfied or somewhat unsatisfied. We also welcome your opinion / request related to the aspects 1.-10. above.)

[2] Comments/Requests about any other aspects of the questionnaire

We would appreciate it if you would kindly give us any comments or requests you might have about any other aspects of the
questionnaire. For example, this could include your opinions about your own or other users' specific application(s); or your
comments could be about this Survey itself, such as the format, forms, wording. Please specify here whether you consent to
giving your responses to the examiner(s) in charge as feedback, if you give any comments on any specific application.

comments
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Quality of the International Search and International Preliminary

[Sheet Dl gy amination on Specific PCT Applications

International Application

Number (Title of the Invention)

We would appreciate it if you would kindly answer the following questions [1] and [2] below about the examination conducted
on this specific PCT application.

[1]We would like to give your response to the examiner in charge
as feedback for examination quality improvement.
If you would NOT like to give your response(s) to the examiner(s)
in charge as feedback, please check the box on the right side.

I would NOT like to give my
™ responses to the examiner(s)
in charge as feedback.

Neutral
Somewhat i?o-n?e-w_hét_-_"i
o X . ) Satisfied ‘Unsatisfied g
[2] Are you satisfied with the quality of the International Search and Satisfied ! Unsatisfiel
International Preliminary Examination on this PCT application? 5 4 3 : 2 il :
| | L I
C O C | O o
I |

If you chose “5: Satisfied” or “4: Somewhat Satisfied”,

please check the reasons which you are satisfied/somewhat satisfied with among the choices provided below.
(This is optional and multiple responses are possible.)

I thorough and easy-to-understand description in ISR, WO/ISA, and IPER
I proper judgement on novelty/inventive step
I proper search scope/search results
I~ others (Please write the details in the space below.)
comments

If you chose “2: Somewhat Unsatisfied” or “1: Unsatisfied” : s 4

(1) Please check the procedures in Column | with which you are somewhat unsatisfied/unsatisfied (multiple choices
allowed); and then

check the options in Column Il from A-H with which you are somewhat unsatisfied/unsatisfied (multiple choices

allowed). The descriptions for A through H are listed below.

@)

---------------------- Column | ----e-omomooooomoooo; c------ Column Il --------,
A BCDETFGH

ISR (Form PCT/ISA/210) or WO/ISA (Form
PCT/ISA/I237)

O i i i el el
™ IPER (Form PCT/ISA/409) P i

rrrrr rrrrir

: thorough and easy-to-understand description in ISRs / IPERs \
: excessive number of cited documents

: judgement on lack of novelty / inventive step = Please go on to 3-1.

: judgement on descriptive deficiencies

: judgement regarding violation of requirements for unity

: consistency of judgements among examiners = Please go on to 3-2.

: search scope/search results = Please go on to 3-3.

: others j

IOTmOOwm>
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(3) Please let us know the basis for your choice in 2. above.

3-1. [fyou chose “C: novelty/inventive step” in 2. above, please check the reasons with which you are unsatisfied.

I identification of cited document(s) I~ judgement of identical features/differences
[~ judgement of combination/motivation I~ judgement regarding dependent claim(s)
[~ others

comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case)

If you chose “F: consistency of judgements” in 2. above, please check the reasons below with which you are

32 Unsatisfied.
difference in judgements - difference in judgements
in the same technical field among different technical fields

difference in judgements between the international phase
at the JPO and the national phase at office(s) other than
the JPO

difference in judgements between the
™ international phase at the JPO r
and the national phase at the JPO

(office name: |)

— difference in judgements in the international
phase at the JPO

— others
comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case)

3-3. [Ifyou chose “G: searches” in 2. above, please check the reasons below with which you are unsatisfied.

— foreign patent literature searches [~ non-patent literature searches

difference from the search results at the office(s) other

- . .
domestic patent literature searches than the JPO

[ others (office name: )

comments (Please comment in the space below why you are unsatisfied with this case)

If you have any further comments or requests, please write them in the space below. You can also write

& comments/requests about other application(s).

(Please specify here whether you consent to giving your response to the examiner(s) in charge as feedback or
not, if you give any comments on any other specific application.)

Additional comments
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