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> Whoever invents any new, original, and ornamental design for an article of manufacture

may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title.
® MPEP 1502 Since a design is manifested in appearance, the subject matter of a design
patent application may relate to the configuration or shape of an article, or to surface
ornamentation applied to an article, or to the combination of configuration and surface
ornamentation. Design is inseparable from the article to which it is applied and cannot
exist alone merely as a scheme of surface ornamentation. It must be a definite,
preconceived thing, capable of reproduction and not merely the chance result of a method.
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