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1 904 How to Search

--*'The first search should be such that the examiner need not ordinarily make a second search of the prior art, unless necessitated by amendments to the
claims by the applicant in the first reply, except to check to determine whether any reference which would appear to be substantially more pertinent than
the prior art cited in the first Office action has become available subsequent to the initial prior art search. The first search should cover the invention as
described and claimed, including the inventive concepts toward which the claims appear to be directed. It should not be extended merely to add immaterial
variants.
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2 904.03 Conducting the Search
It is a prerequisite to a speedy and just determination of the issues involved in the examination of an application that a careful and comprehensive search,
commensurate with the limitations appearing in the most detailed claims in the case, be made in preparing the first action on the merits so that the second action
on the merits can be made final or the application allowed with no further searching other than to update the original search. It is normally not enough that
references be selected to meet only the terms of the claims alone, especially if only broad claims are presented; but the search should, in so far as possible, also
cover all subject matter which the examiner reasonably anticipates might be incorporated into applicant’s amendment. Applicants can facilitate a complete search
by including, at the time of filing, claims varying from the broadest to which they believe they are entitled to the most detailed that they would be willing to
accept.
In doing a complete search, the examiner should find and cite references that, while not needed for treating the claims,
presentation of claims to other subject matter regarded by applicant as his or her invention,
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