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The case of trial regarding the invalidation of design registration of Japanese
design registration No. 1478580 "Charge Connector for Electric Car" between the

parties above has resulted in the following trial decision:

Conclusion
The demand for the trial of the case was groundless.

The costs in connection with the trial shall be borne by the demandant.

Reason
No. 1. History of the procedures
The design of the present design registration No. 1478580 (hereinafter referred
to as the "Registered Design") was filed on December 3, 2012 for design registration
(design application No. 2012-29580.  Hereinafter referred to as "the present
application"); the establishment of the design right was registered on August 2, 2013
after examination; the relevant design bulletin was issued on September 2, 2013; and

then, in summary, the following procedures were conducted by the body.
- Demand for trial of the case September 30, 2014

- Submission of the written reply of the trial case February 25, 2015
- Submission of the written refutation of the trial case  July 29, 2015
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- Submission of the oral proceedings statement brief (demandee)
September 15, 2015

- Submission of the oral proceedings statement brief (demandant)
September 30, 2015

- Oral proceeding October 14, 2015

No. 2 Evidence submitted by the parties

1. The demandant submitted the following Evidence A No. 1 to No. 21 (all are
copies) as the attached documents of the notice of demand for trial, the written
refutation of the trial case, and the oral proceedings statement brief.

Evidence A No. 1 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1478580 (the
Registered Design)

Evidence A No. 2 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1417577
(Publicly Known Design)

Evidence A No. 3  Comparison diagram of the Registered Design and the
Publicly Known Design

Evidence A No. 4 Transition of shapes and designs of power supply connector
for car

Evidence A No. 5 Minutes of 6th meeting of Maintenance Department of
CHAdeMo Association

Evidence A No. 6  Implemented product of the Publicly Known Design,
abstract of company newsletter

Evidence A No. 7 Implemented product of the Publicly Known Design,
printouts of website

Evidence A No. 8 Implemented product of the Registered Design, press release

Evidence A No. 9 Implemented product of the Registered Design, flyer

Evidence A No. 10 Written opinion regarding the Registered Design submitted
on April 26, 2013

Evidence A No. 11 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1478392

Evidence A No. 12 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1478582

Evidence A No. 13 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1433072

Evidence A No. 14 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1452864

Evidence A No. 15 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 950460

Evidence A No. 16 Design bulletin of similar design 1 of Design Registration
No. 950460
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Evidence A No. 17 Design bulletin of similar design 2 of Design Registration
No. 950460

Evidence A No. 18 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1476923

Evidence A No. 19 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1464742

Evidence A No. 20 Photograph of display lamp of product of demandant

Evidence A No. 21 Design bulletin of Design Registration No. 1478583

2. The demandee submitted the following Evidence B No. 1 to No. 6 (including their
branch numbers; all are copies.) as the attached documents of the written reply of the
trial case and the oral proceedings statement briefs. In addition, Evidence B No. 2 and
No. 3 are abstracts from the front page and the relevant drawings from the bulletin.

Evidence B No. 1 Comparison drawing between the Registered Design and the
Publicly Known Design

Evidence B No. 2-1 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H9-161898

Evidence B No. 2-2 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2003-346981

Evidence B No. 2-3 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2010-123521

Evidence B No. 2-4 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2010-161910

Evidence B No. 2-5 US Patent No. 6123569

Evidence B No. 2-6 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H7-37644

Evidence B No. 2-7 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H10-262340

Evidence B No. 2-8 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H11-122714

Evidence B No. 2-9 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H6-290836

Evidence B No. 2-10 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H6-325830

Evidence B No. 2-11 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H6-325834

Evidence B No. 2-12 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
H9-106861
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Evidence B No. 2-13 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2009-194958

Evidence B No. 3 Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. H7-
85926

Evidence B No. 4 Web page of explanation of interface of CHAdeMo
Association (http://www.chademo.com/wp/japan/technology/details/)

Evidence B No. 5 Kojien Dictionary, 6th edition, page 2565, front cover,
colophon

Evidence B No. 6 Kojien Dictionary, 6th edition, page 1705, front cover,

colophon

No. 3 Gist of the demandant's petition and reasons

The demandant petitioned, as the object of demand for the trial, that "we request
an trial decision that registration of design registration No. 1478580 is invalid, and that
the costs in connection with the trial shall be borne by the demandee," argued the
grounds as summarized below (including the contents of the "written refutation of the
trial case" and the "oral proceedings statement brief") and submitted the evidence listed

in the "No. 2-1" to prove the stated facts.

1 Gist of the invalidation of design registration

The design of design registration No. 1478580 (hereinafter referred to as the
"Registered Design," Evidence A No. 1. See No. 1 in the attached sheet) is similar to
the design of design registration No. 1417577 which had been publicly known in Japan
or a foreign country, prior to the filing of the application for design registration of the
Registered Design, and which had been described in a distributed publication , or had
been made publicly available through an electric telecommunication line in Japan or a
foreign country, prior to the filling of the application for design registration of the
Registered Design (hereinafter referred to as a "Publicly Known Design," Evidence A
No. 2. See No. 2 in the attached sheet), and therefore it falls under Article 3(1)(iii) of
the Design Act.

Accordingly, registration of the Registered Design should be invalidated under
the provisions of Article 48(1)(i) of the same Act.

2. Reasons for the invalidation of the registration of the Registered Design
(1) Gist of Registered Design
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The Registered Design (Evidence A No. 1) is a design relating to a "charge
connector for an electric car," Hereinafter, the form will be identified. Names of
components and directions of drawings are identified based on Evidence A No. 3 (see
No. 3 in the attached sheet).

A The basic constitution

(A) The Registered Design is a gun-type single action grip charge connector for
an electric car, composed of an insertion section, a connector body, a cable section, and
a grip section. The sections form a smooth and even surface shape without a large step.

(B) The insertion section has a cylindrical shape and has four circular connectors
on its tip. In addition, a retaining hook is provided on the top side of the insertion
section.

(C) The connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than
that of the insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction
and then becomes gradually narrower.

(D) The grip section is provided so as to be connected to the connector body
from the upward direction, and a release switch is provided on the upper edge of the
grip section. Further, a display lamp section is provided on the rear side of the grip
section.

(E) The cable section having a cable therein is provided so as to be connected to
the connector body from the downward direction.

(F) The upper side of the connector body and the outer side of the grip section
are covered with an upper design cover. In addition, the lower side of the connector
body and the outer side of the cable section are covered with a lower design cover.

B Specific constitution

(G) The retaining hook provided on the insertion section is slightly long and has
a claw section on its tip.

(H) Although the upper portion of the connector body is enlarged in an arc shape
from the insertion section and then narrowed in an arc shape enlarged outward, the
lower portion and the middle portion of the connector body are gouged inside in an arc
shape to have the narrower width.

(I) The release switch is a push switch having a rounded-edge rectangular shape.

(J) The grip section is provided so as to be parallel to the cable section straightly.

(K) The grip section has a recess for holding the index finger on the upper inside,
and the space formed by the grip section and the cable section has a generally oval
shape.

(L) The display lamp section has a linear shape slightly enlarged in the center.
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(M) The upper design cover and the lower design cover have a space on the
forward side surface of the connector body and on the lower side of the grip section and
the lower side of the cable section.

(2) Gist of Publicly Known Design

The Publicly Known Design is a design relating to a "power supply connector
for a car." Hereinafter, the form of the Publicly Known Design will be specified within
a range that is necessary for comparison with the Registered Design. Names of
components and directions of drawings are identified based on Evidence A No. 3 (see
No. 3 in the attached sheet).

A The basic constitution

(a) The Publicly Known Design is a gun-type single action grip charge
connector for an electric car, composed of an insertion section, a connector body, a
cable section, and a grip section. The sections form a smooth and even surface shape
without a large step.

(b) The insertion section has a cylindrical shape and has four circular connectors
on its tip. In addition, a retaining hook and guides are provided on the top side of the
insertion section.

(c) The connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than
that of the insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction
and then becomes gradually narrower.

(d) The grip section is provided so as to be connected to the connector body
from the upward direction, and a release switch is provided on the upper edge of the
grip section. Further, a display lamp section is provided on the rear side of the grip
section.

(e) The cable section having a cable therein is provided so as to be connected to
the connector body from the downward direction.

(f) A design line is provided from the upper side of the connector body to the
cable section to thereby change the widths described in the above (c).

B Specific constitution

(g) The retaining hook provided on the insertion section is slightly long and has
a claw section on its tip.

(h) Although the upper portion of the connector body is enlarged in an arc shape
from the insertion section and then narrowed in an arc shape enlarged outward, the
lower portion and the middle portion are gouged inside in an arc shape to have the
narrower width after the design line as a boundary line.

(1) The release switch is a push switch having a rounded-edge rectangular shape.
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(j) The grip section has a straight shape slightly enlarged outward and is
provided so as to be parallel to the cable section.

(k) The grip section has a grip groove inside, and the space formed by the grip
section and the cable section has a generally oval shape.

(1) The display lamp section has a circular shape.

(3) The common features and different features
A The common features

Each of the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design relates to a gun-
type single action grip charge connector for an electric car composed of an insertion
section, a connector body, a cable section, and a grip section, and they have a
significantly common overall impression in that the sections form a smooth and even
surface shape without a large step and in the proportion of the size of each section to a
whole.

According to the sections in the basic constitutions, first, regarding the insertion
section, they are common in that the insertion section has a circular shape, the insertion
section has four connectors on its tip, and the insertion section has the retaining hook on
the top side. In addition, regarding the connector body, they are common in that the
connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the
insertion section, and that the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and
then becomes gradually narrower. Furthermore, they are common in the stream of the
size of the width in that the large width of the connector body is narrowed downward to
be the cable section and is further narrowed to be the grip section. They are also
common in the positions of the release switch and the display lamp section provided on
the grip section.

According to the specific constitutions, they are common mainly in that, in
changing of the widths of the connector body, the connector section is enlarged in an arc
shape from the insertion section and is gouged inside in an arc shape to have the
narrower width in the lower portion and the middle portion. In addition, they are
common in that the grip section is provided so as to be parallel to the cable section
straightly, and that the space formed by the grip section and the cable section has a
generally oval shape.

B The different features

Both designs differ in the presence of the design cover. Specifically, while, in
the Registered Design, the outside of the connector body, the grip section, and the cable
section is covered with the upper design cover and the lower design cover, the Publicly

Known Design does not have a design cover.
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They differ in that, while, in the Publicly Known Design, the design line is
provided from the connector body to the cable section to change the width of the
connector body to the width of the cable section and the grip section, in the Registered
Design, there is no such line, and the width is changed by a round portion.

They also differ in that, while, in the Registered Design, the grip section is
parallel to the cable section straightly and has a recess for holding the index finger, in
the Publicly Known Design, the grip section has a straight shape with a slight outward
enlargement and has a grip groove inside.

They further differ in the specific shapes of the release switch and the display
lamp section. They differ in that, while, in the Registered Design, the shape of the
retaining hook provided on the insertion section is slightly long, in the Publicly Known
Design, it is short. Furthermore, they differ in that, while, in the Publicly Known
Design, the insertion section has the guides, the Registered Design does not have a
guide.

(4) Similarity

A Evaluation of Common Features and Different Features

Because all of the different features are insignificant differences, they are not
highly evaluated at all in determination of similarity between both designs.

First, the different feature of the presence of the design cover will be considered.
In this regard, in the course of the examination for the design application of the
Registered Design, there was issued a notification of reasons for refusal that cites the
Publicly Known Design and rejects the design application on the grounds that it falls
under the category of Article 3(1)(iii) of the Design Act. In the written opinion filed in
response to the notification, the demandee states that "there is a crucial different feature
in the presence of the design cover in the basic constitution" (Evidence A No. 10: the
written opinion, pages 5 and 7). However, the presence of this design cover is a
difference that does not affect determination of similarity. The reason is clear from
design registration No. 1478582 (Evidence A No. 12) being registered as a related
design of design registration No. 1478392 (Evidence A No. 11) which is the principal
design of the Registered Design.

Specifically, while the said principal design is a design in which the design
cover is provided, the said related design is a design relating to a form where the design
cover is removed from the principal design. In consideration that the designs were
determined to be similar and registered in spite of such a difference in the presence of
the design cover, it is understood that the different feature of the presence of the design

cover is interpreted as an insignificant difference that does not affect determination of
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similarity. Further, conversely, it is understood from this registration example that the
determination of similarity was conducted based on the shapes of the insertion section,
the connector body, the cable section, and the grip section, which are considered more
important rather than the different feature in the presence of the design cover. It is clear
from such a registration example (moreover, from a registration example of the
demandee himself) that the presence of the design cover cannot be evaluated as a
remarkable different features.

Second, concerning the presence of the design line, the design line of the
Publicly Known Design is a changing line where the enlargement of the connector body
is gradually recessed toward the cable section and the grip section, and therefore, an
aesthetic impression that the shape of the enlargement is changed to be gradually
recessed around the line should be emphasized, rather than the feature that the line is
provided there. On the other hand, although, in the Registered Design, the design line
like the one in the Publicly Known Design is not provided, in the same position, the
enlargement of the connector body is changed to be gradually recessed toward the cable
section and the grip section, resulting in an aesthetic impression that such changing of
the aesthetic treatment has been conducted. As such, the presence of the design line
should not be understood as a remarkable different feature, but should be understood
even as a common feature in the aesthetic treatment that, in the same positions, the
enlargements of the connector bodies are changed to be gradually recessed toward the
cable sections and the grip sections.

Thirdly, they differ in the specific shape of the grip section. More specifically,
while, in the Registered Design, the rear side of the grip section is straight, in the
Publicly Known Design, the rear side is straight with a slight outward enlargement.
However, as the shape has been specified herein, the rear side of the Publicly Known
Design is merely enlarged slightly outward, and it cannot be a remarkable difference in
design when compared to the Registered Design. Rather, it is buried in a common
concept of the grip portion which is grip style, is formed in parallel to the cable section,
and is similar in thickness to the cable section. Further, although they differ in that the
Registered Design has the recess for the index finger inside the grip section, while the
Publicly Known Design has the grip groove but not the recess, these are both structures
that are generally made to enhance the holding feature of the grip, and neither of these
can particularly be a portion for producing a remarkable aesthetic impression.
Therefore, rather than such a difference inside the grip portions, the feature that the
spaces formed between the grip sections and the cable sections both have similar,

generally oval shapes should be evaluated.

10/65



Fourthly, they differ in the specific shapes of the release switch and the display
lamp section, the presence of the guide in the insertion section, and the length of the
retaining hook. However, it is clear that, when these are viewed from the designs as a
whole, these are merely insignificant differences relating to small and auxiliary portions,
and are not differences that make determination of similarity between both designs.

As described above, none of the different features of both designs can be highly
evaluated, and it is clear that even if these different features are considered together,

they cannot produce a different aesthetic impression between both designs.

On the other hand, both designs have the following common features.
- In the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design, all of the insertion section,
the connector body, the cable section, and the grip section form a smooth and even
surface shape without a large step. And the proportion of the size of each section to a
while and the overall impressions are common to them.
- The connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the
insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and then
becomes gradually narrower. More specifically, in changing of the widths of the
connector body, the connector section is enlarged in an arc shape from the insertion
section and is gouged inside in an arc shape to have the narrower width in the lower
portion and the middle portion.
- The grip section is provided so as to be parallel to the cable section straightly, and the
space formed by the grip section and the cable section has a generally oval shape.
- The cylindrical insertion section has four circular connectors on the tip, and the

retaining hook on the upper surface.

From the registered design examples, it is clear that, in designs of power supply
adapters for a car, the overall shapes and the overall impressions of the insertion section,
the connector section, the cable section, and the grip section are considered important.
For example, the following example will be considered. Design registration No.
1433072 (principal design: Evidence A No. 13) and design registration No. 1452864
(related design: Evidence A No. 14) are registered as similar designs, and because the
overall shape and the overall impression including the insertion section, the connector
body, the grip section, and the cable section comprehensively are common to both
designs, they are determined to be similar even if specific shapes of the sections differ

to some extent.
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In addition, design registration No. 950460 (principal design: Evidence A No.
15) and similarity 1 of design registration No. 950460 (similar design: Evidence A No.
16) and similarity 2 of design registration No. 950460 (similar design: Evidence A No.
17) are registered as similar designs, and of the overall shape and the overall impression,
the connector body and the insertion sections are particularly considered important, and
the details of the grip section are not considered particularly important.

As such, in consideration of the prior registered examples and the portions
creating the aesthetic impression to consumers, it is understood that the overall shape
and the overall impression, particularly, the overall impression relating to the connector
body and the insertion section, should be considered important in determination of
similarity between the Registered Design and Publicly Known Design. In this regard,
because, as described above, in both designs of the case, the insertion section, the entire
connector, the cable section, and the grip section form a smooth and even surface shape
without a large step, and because both designs have many features in common in overall
aesthetic treatment and in the proportions of the sections, the designs have a common
overall impression. Further, both designs are common in the point that should be
considered important in determination in similarity; that is, the point that the connector
body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the insertion
section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and then becomes
gradually narrower, and more specifically, in changing of the widths of the connector
body, the connector section is enlarged in an arc shape from the insertion section and is
gouged inside in an arc shape to have the narrower width in the lower portion and the
middle portion. Although, in the grip section, there are small different features as
described above, both designs are common in the impression that the grip section is
provided so as to be parallel to the cable section straightly, and that the space formed by
the grip section and the cable section has a generally oval shape, and thus, they are

common in the points that should be considered important in determination of similarity.

B Determination of similarity and applicability of Article 3(1)(iii) of Design Act
Although the different features between the Registered Design and the Publicly
Known Design relate to points that are not considered important or to insignificant
points, and they are not important in determination of similarity, the common features
between them relate to the sections that should be considered important in this type of
article, and the common aesthetic impressions produced from each of the common
features and comprehensive common features create strong common aesthetic

impressions to consumers. Therefore, both designs are similar.
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Further, the Publicly Known Design was publicly disclosed in the bulletin issued
on June 27, 2011, and the Registered Design was filed on December 3, 2011.

Accordingly, the Registered Design falls under Article 3(1)(iii) of the Design
Act based on the existence of the Publicly Known Design.

(5) Closing

As described above, because the Registered Design falls under the provisions of
Article 3(1)(ii1) of the Design Act, registration of the Registered Design should be
invalidated under the provisions of Article 48(1)(i) of the same Act.

3 Argument in "Written Refutation of Trial Case" of July 29, 2015

Evaluation of the different features between both designs can be summarized as
follows.

First, the different feature in the presence of the design cover cannot be highly
evaluated in consideration of the presence of Evidence A No. 11 and No. 12.

Second, concerning the presence of the design line, the design line of the
Publicly Known Design is a changing line where the enlargement of the connector body
is gradually recessed toward the cable section and the grip section, and therefore, the
aesthetic impression that the shape of the enlargement is changed to be gradually
recessed around the line should be emphasized, rather than the feature that the line is
provided there. On the other hand, in the Registered Design, in the same position as the
design line of the Publicly Known Design, the enlargement of the connector body is
changed to be recessed toward the cable section and the grip section, resulting in an
aesthetic impression that such changing of the aesthetic treatment has been conducted.
As such, the presence of the design line should not be understood as a remarkable
different feature, but should be understood even as a common feature in aesthetic
treatment that, in the same positions, the enlargements of the connector bodies are
changed to be recessed toward the cable sections and the grip sections.

Thirdly, concerning the different feature that, while, in the Registered Design,
the rear side of the grip section is straight, in the Publicly Known Design, the side is
straight with a slight enlargement outward, the rear side of the Publicly Known Design
is merely enlarged slightly outward, and it cannot be a remarkable different feature in
design when it is compared to the Registered Design. Rather, it is buried in a common
concept of the grip portion which is grip style, is formed in parallel to the cable section,
and is similar in thickness to the cable section. Further, although they differ in that the

Registered Design has the recess for the index finger inside the grip section, while the
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Publicly Known Design has the grip groove but not the recess, both of these are
structures that are generally made to enhance the holding feature of the grip, and neither
of these can particularly be a portion for producing a remarkable aesthetic impression.
Therefore, the feature that the spaces formed between the grip sections and the cable
sections are "oval" in both of the designs should be evaluated, rather than the different
feature inside the grip portion.

Fourthly, they differ in the specific shapes of the release switch and the display
lamp section, the presence of the guide in the insertion section, and the length of the
retaining hook. However, it is clear that, when these are viewed from the designs as a
whole, these are merely insignificant differences relating to small and auxiliary portions,
and are not differences that make determination of similarity between both designs.
Conversely, the positions of the release switch and the display lamp should be
considered important, and in this regard, both designs are common in the positions of
the release switch and the display lamp.

As described above, none of the different features between both designs can be
highly evaluated, and it is clear that even if these different features are considered
together, they cannot produce a different aesthetic impression between both designs.

On the other hand, the common features between both designs are as follows,
and none of them can fail to be acknowledged even in consideration of the contents of
the written reply by the demandee. In particular, in the following common features (1)
to (4), both designs produce a common aesthetic impression.

(1) In the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design, all of the insertion
section, the connector body, the cable section, and the grip section form a smooth and
even surface shape without a large step. And the proportion of the size of each sections
to a while and the overall impressions are common to them.

(2) The connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than
that of the insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction
and then becomes gradually narrower. More specifically, in changing of the widths of
the connector body, the connector section is enlarged in an arc shape from the insertion
section and is gouged inside in an arc shape to have the narrower width in the lower
portion and the middle portion.

(3) The grip section is provided so as to be parallel to the cable section straightly,
and the space formed by the grip section and the cable section is "oval."

(4) The cylindrical insertion section has the four circular connectors on the tip

and the retaining hook on the upper side.
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As described in the notice of demand for trial, in determination of similarity
between the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design, the overall shape and
the overall impression should be considered important. In this regard, as described
above, in both of the designs of the case, the insertion section, the entire connector, the
cable section, and the grip section form a smooth and even surface shape without a large
step, and because both designs have many features in common in overall aesthetic
treatment and in the proportions of the sections, the designs have a common overall
impression. Further, both designs are common in a point that should be considered
important in determination in similarity; that is, the point that the connector body has a
cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the insertion section, and the
width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and then becomes gradually
narrower, and more specifically, in changing of the widths of the connector body, the
connector section is enlarged in an arc shape from the insertion section and is gouged
inside in an arc shape to have the narrower width in the lower portion and the middle
portion. Although, in the grip section, there are also small different features as
described above, both designs are common in the impression that the grip section is
provided so as to be parallel to the cable section straightly, and that the space formed by
the grip section and the cable section has a generally oval shape, and thus, they are
common in points that should be considered important in determination of similarity.

In summary, the aesthetic impression produced from the common features is
stronger than the impression produced by the different features, and therefore, both

designs are similar.

4 Argument in "oral proceedings statement brief" of September 30, 2015
(1) Presence of Design Cover

First, the feature that the Registered Design does not have a "large step" is
important. Because, in designs of a power supply connector for a car, there are a lot of
designs in which a "large step" exists such as Evidence A No.13, Evidence A No.18 and
Evidence A No.19, the point that the Registered Design (and the Publicly Known
Design) has no "large step" is evaluated as a significant common feature.

Second, although the Registered Design has the design cover, the design cover is
not a portion which should be considered important in determination of similarity, and
is merely a portion that is buried in the common feature of the overall impression that
there is no large step as a whole. Although, concerning the evaluation of the presence
of the design cover, we cited the examples that Evidence A No. 11 and No. 12 are

registered as being related to each other and gave the explanation that the presence of
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the design cover is not considered important in determination of similarity, the
demandee argued, in the oral proceedings statement brief (hereinafter referred to as the
"statement brief"') submitted on September 15, 2015, that "Evidence A No. 11 and No.
12 are completely identical to each other except for the cover, and the common features
exceed the different features overwhelmingly, and therefore, they are completely
different cases." However, the designs are determined to be similar even if they
obviously differ in the presence of the design cover, because the design cover was
determined not to be a component that is considered important in determination of
similarity. Conversely, if the presence of the design cover is an important element, the
designs of Evidence A No. 11 and No. 12 should have been dissimilar to each other, and,
of the overall shape and the design cover, the overall shape must have been considered
more important.

Therefore, although the Registered Design does have the design cover, the
design cover is not considered important in determination of similarity. Rather, the
form relating to the common feature that the overall shape of both designs forms "a
smooth and even surface shape without a large step" should be considered more
important, and the shape relating to this common feature is a characteristic feature that
is not found in other designs.

(2) Position and Shape of Release Switch

In determination of similarity between the Registered Design and the Publicly
Known Design, the position of the boundary between the grip section and the connector
body is not important, but the problem is the position of the release switch. As the
release switch is operated by the thumb when the present article is operated with the
grip section gripped, it is recognized that the release switch is on the grip, and it is
natural to consider that the release switch is provided on the upper edge of the grip
section. Therefore, in determination of similarity between both designs, it should also
be found that the position of the release switch is substantially common.

(3) Space Formed by Grip Section and Cable Section

Both of The spaces formed by the grip sections and the cable sections of both
designs can be recognized as "oval" and, it is reasonable to evaluate them as spaces
having a similar outline.

(4) Inner Shape of Connector Body

Although the demandee repeatedly specifies that the connector body of the
Publicly Known Design is "gouged inside" as the connector body is bent inwardly and
narrowed in the top view, and the design line shows in the side view, the design line is

merely a changing line of the width and merely indicates that the width becomes
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narrower inside from the design line. Further, in that changing to the narrower width,
the width becomes narrower with a slight inward arc in the top view, but it is difficult to
express it as "being gouged." Therefore, the common feature between both designs that
"the connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the
insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and then
becomes gradually narrower" is maintained, and this is a characteristic feature that
cannot be found in other designs.

Further, concerning the inside shape of the connector body of Registered Design,
based on Article 24 of the Design Act, the demandee argues in the statements brief that
it is clear that the shape of the above-described portion we argued above is not included
in the drawings, and therefore, it cannot be a specific constitution of the Registered
Design. Although the Registered Design has a deficiency in the drawings, in this case,
there is no alternative but to understand reasonably the shape of the design from the
submitted drawings. From the drawings of the Registered Design, it is reasonable to
interpret that the connector body is recessed inward from the curved line indicated by
the red circle in the rear view in [Table 2] on page 5 of the written refutation (see No. 4
in the attached sheet) to have the narrower width. Moreover, the drawings include no
description that can deny this way of understanding of the drawings. In this regard,
although the demandee states that "it is merely a faint, single line that expresses a slight
change in the surface connected to the space formed by the grip section and the cable
section," the description fails to specify any specific shape in the end, and it is far from

reasonable shape identification.

No. 4 The demandee's reply and the gist of the reasons

The demandee submitted the written reply stating that "the demand for trial of
the case was groundless, and the costs in connection with the trial shall be borne by the
demandant" based on the grounds as summarized below (including the contents of the
"oral proceedings statement brief" of September 15, 2015) and submitted the evidence
listed in "No. 22" to prove the stated facts.

1 Statement of the reply
(1) Evaluation of Common Features and Different Features

Although, concerning the different features between both designs, the
demandant states that "all of them are insignificant differences and cannot be highly

evaluated at all in determination of similarity," this argument is completely
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inappropriate. Each of the different features has a significant impact on the aesthetic
impression of both designs as a whole.

Therefore, first, evaluation of the portions explained by the demandant as the
different features will be described in detail.

A Presence of Design Cover

Both designs clearly differ in that while the Registered Design is covered with
the upper design cover for covering the connector body and the grip section from
upward and the lower design cover for covering the cable section from downward, the
Publicly Known Design has no such a cover. The design cover of the Registered
Design is also subjected to aesthetic treatment for hiding the screw holes and the
matching lines between parts, and this emphasizes the different feature from the
Publicly Known Design where the screw hole and the matching line between parts are
prominent, and the cover occupies a relatively large size portion of the design as a
whole, and therefore, it can be said that the design cover has an extremely large impact
on the aesthetic impression of both designs as a whole.

Although the demandant argues, in response to this, that the presence of the
design cover is a difference that does not affect determination of similarity and cites the
registration examples of the related designs in Evidence A No. 11 and No. 12, they are
completely different cases.

Although the registered examples of the related designs cited by the demandant
are certainly determined to be similar to each other and registered, compared to both
designs, in the registered examples, the common features exceed the different features
overwhelmingly since they are completely identical to each other except for the cover.
They are merely examples indicating that any designs having a different feature in the
presence of the design cover are not always dissimilar, and that there is a case where the
designs may be similar even if they have the different feature in the presence of the
cover.

Needless to say, because determination of similarity in examination and
trial/appeal should be carried out in an individual and specific manner, and because
similarity and dissimilarity between designs are relative, there is no direct contradiction
between the state that the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design are
dissimilar and the state that the above-described related designs are similar to each other.
B Presence of Design Line

Both designs completely differ in that while the Publicly Known Design has the
design line shaped in a question mark from the connector body to the cable section, the

Registered Design has no such design line. Because a large size of the design line is
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provided on the connector body and the cable section occupying a large proportion of
the design as a whole, it can be said that this different feature has an extremely large
impact on the aesthetic impression of both designs as a whole.

As the demandant himself calls it the "design line," it is provided on the purpose
of emphasizing the design, and it clearly intends to provide a visual effect. This line
emphasizes the impression that, in the Publicly Known Design, the connector body is
gouged inside, and this line produces a different aesthetic impression from the
Registered Design.

Although the demandant also states that, in the Registered Design having no
design line, "changing to gradually recess" is also carried out, and that this should be
understood as a common feature with the Publicly Known Design, because, as described
above, in the Publicly Known Design, the shape is completely changed after the design
line, and the connector body is clearly gouged inside rather than being changed, and it
clearly differs from the Registered Design where changing of the widths of the
connector body section is provided by a round portion.

C Shape of Grip Section

They differ in that, while the Registered Design has a recess for holding the
index finger, the Publicly Known Design doesn't, and that, while, in the Publicly Known
Design, the grip section has the grip groove (providing slip resistance) inside, the
Registered Design has no grip groove. Above all, both designs completely differ in that
while, in the Registered Design, the rear side of the grip section is parallel to the cable
section straightly, in the Publicly Known Design, the rear side of the grip section is bent
significantly outward.

Although the demandant states that, in the Publicly Known Design, it is "merely
slightly enlarged outward," it has a completely different shape from the Registered
Design as described above, and the impression produced from this shape completely
differs from that of the Registered Design. In the other words, there is a contrasting
difference in impression between an image of the Registered Design where the grip
section is provided in a straight and ordered manner such as, for example, an L shape,
and an image of the Publicly Known Design where the grip section is provided in a
curved and smooth manner such as, for example, a C shape, and this different feature
has an extremely large impact on the aesthetic impressions of the designs as a whole.

Further, concerning the difference in the presence of the recess for hooking the
index finger, although the demandant also states that "it is a structure generally made to
enhance the gripping feature of the grip, and it cannot be a portion that provides an

aesthetic impression," if the shape of the grip section has an impact on the gripping
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feature, the shape is considered to attract strong attention of traders and consumers who
operate it, and the detailed shapes become important decision making factors when they
select and purchase the connector. In consideration of such a circumstance, this
difference in the presence of the recess for hooking the index finger should also be
sufficiently evaluated in determination of similarity of both designs as a whole, and it
can be said that it has a significant impact on the aesthetic impression on the designs as
a whole.

Also, concerning the spaces formed by the grip sections and the cable sections,
the spaces cannot be categorized in the same category as the "similar generally oval
shape" as described by the demandant, and as described above, they completely differ in
that, while in the Registered Design, it has a "cocoon shape," in the Publicly Known
Design, it has a "sea cucumber shape." Because, like the grip section, the space formed
by the grip section and the cable section is a portion that is observed by the consumers
with interest when they grip the grip section, this also has a large impact on the aesthetic
impression of both designs as a whole.

D Differences in Release Switch, Display Lamp, Retaining Hook, and Insertion Guide

Although the demandant argues, concerning these differences, that "when they
are viewed from the design as a whole, they are merely insignificant differences relating
to small and auxiliary portions," this is an extremely rough and groundless argument.

Both designs clearly differ in each of the sections. Concerning the release
switch, it is a portion that the consumers directly touch when they operate it, and
concerning the display lamp, the retaining hook, and the insertion guide, they are also
portions that the consumers look at, check, etc. when they are in use. Therefore, each of
them has a large impact on the operability of the connector itself, etc. As such, as these
different features become important decision making factors in selecting and purchasing
the connector, they should also be sufficiently evaluated in determination of similarity
of both designs as a whole, and it can also be said that they have a significant impact on
the aesthetic impression of the designs as a whole.

E Differences in Insertion Section

While, in the Registered Design, the cut end of the insertion section on the hand
side has a curved shape in the top view, in the Publicly Known Design, the cut end of
the insertion section on the hand side has a straight shape in the top view. Because this
can also be said as a contrasting different feature that tends to attract attention of the
consumers, like the above-described retaining hook, the insertion guide, etc., this

different feature should be sufficiently evaluated in determination of similarity of both

20/65



designs as a whole, and it can be said that it has a large impact on the aesthetic

impression on the designs as a whole.

As above, the different features between the sections of both designs should be
evaluated to the maximum degree in determination of similarity between the designs as
a whole, and further, most of the following points that the demandant argues to be
evaluated as "common features" should be evaluated as "different features."

F Overall Impression, etc. of Both Designs

Although each of both designs certainly relates to a gun-type single action grip
charge connector for an electric car, composed of the insertion section, the connector
body, the cable section, and the grip section, and both designs are also roughly common
in the proportion of the size of each section to a whole, they are not common in that "the
sections form a smooth and even surface shape without a large step" as the demandant
argues.

That is, because the Registered Design has the design cover, which is not
provided in the Publicly Known Design, it cannot be said that Registered Design has a
"smooth and even surface shape without a large step," and rather, wall thickness can be
seen from the Registered Design as a whole due to the presence of the design cover.
Therefore, this feature should be evaluated as a large different feature with the Publicly
Known Design where no design cover is provided and wall thickness cannot be seen.

G Shape of Connector Body

Concerning the argument by the demandant that "the connector body has a
cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the insertion section, and the
width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and then becomes gradually
narrower," this feature cannot be a common feature between both designs. Although, in
the Registered Design, the connector body does have such a form, in the Publicly
Known Design, the connector body is not "narrowed gradually" but is narrowed "so as
to be sharply gouged," and produces the strong impression that it is reduced inwardly.
Therefore, it is clear that the connector body is not a common form. Rather, it can be
said that such a different feature in the form is a different feature between both designs.

Because, needless to say, the connector body occupies a large portion of the
design as a whole and is considered to attract strong attention of the traders and the
consumers who handle the connector, the above-described different feature should be
evaluated to the maximum degree in determination of similarity between both designs
as a whole, and it can also be said that the connector body has a significant impact on

the aesthetic impression of the designs as a whole.
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H Grip Section

As described above, there are the features that the Publicly Known Design
where the grip section is not provided straightly clearly differs from the Registered
Design where the grip section is parallel to the cable section straightly, and that, in both
of the designs, the spaces formed by the grip sections and the cable sections do not have
a generally oval shape but have clearly different shapes; that is, a "cocoon shape" in the
Registered Design and a "sea cucumber shape" in the Publicly Known Design. These
features also have an impact on the holding feature of the grip and, therefore, they are
considered to attract strong attention of the traders and the consumers. They should also
be sufficiently evaluated in determination of similarity of both designs as a whole, and
are considered to have a large impact on the aesthetic impression of the designs as a
whole.

I Insertion section

Although the demandant argues that both designs are common in that the
insertion section has four circular connectors on its tip, concerning this form, Evidence
B No. 3 (Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. H7-85926)
disclosed, in FIGs. 1 and 2, almost same outer shape of an insertion section before the
application of the Publicly Known Design was filed, and this is because the connectors
are inevitably designed to have the same shapes due to the need of connectivity to an
inlet on the car side.

Moreover, the above-described form is a unified interface specified by
CHAdeNO Association (Evidence B No. 4).

Accordingly, the feature of providing four circular connectors on the tip of the
insertion section cannot be evaluated at all in determination of similarity of both designs
as a whole.

(2) Determination of Similarity and Applicability of Article 3(1)(iii) of Design Act

As described above, because there are a number of clear different features
between the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design to the degree that
overwhelmingly exceeds the common features described by the demandant, and because
it is impossible to observe a common aesthetic impression from both designs as a whole,
the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design are dissimilar designs, and the
Registered Design does not fall under Article 3(1)(iii) of the Design Act.

2 Argument in "Oral Proceedings Brief Statement" of September 15, 2015
(1) Design of Car Power Supply Connector
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Although the demandant describes that a characteristic feature of the Publicly
Known Design is that "the sections form a smooth and even surface shape without a
large step and the connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger
than that of the insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip
direction and then becomes gradually narrower," in the Publicly Known Design, the
connector body is narrowed so as to be "sharply gouged "but not "gradually narrower,"
and therefore, this recognition of the characteristic feature is incorrect in the first place.
Even if the characteristic feature of the Publicly Known Design is recognized accurately,
and it is novel in the market, the feature differs from the Registered Design, and
therefore, that fact cannot be grounds for invalidation of the registration of the
Registered Design.

(2) Evaluation of Common Features and Different features

A Concerning the different feature in the presence of the design cover, the
demandant argues, in the written refutation, that Evidence A No. 11 and No. 12 (related
design registration cases that are recognized to be similar even if they differ in the
presence of the cover) indicate that "the presence of the design cover is not highly
evaluated in determination of similarity," and argues that it is clear that the presence of
the design cover is not highly evaluated in determination of similarity of the present
case as well. However, as the demandee states in the written reply, they are
completely different cases. The above-described cases are completely identical other
than the cover, and the common features surpass the different features. Although the
demandant persists in citing the above-described related design registration cases
unnecessarily and insists that "the presence of the cover is not evaluated" by any means,
naturally, individual and specific determination should be made in determination of
similarity in consideration of the constitution other than the cover. It is impossible to
conclude, based on this registration case alone, that the presence of the design cover is
not highly evaluated in determination of similarity in other cases as well, and individual
and specific determination should be made in consideration of other constitutions. The
argument by the demandant completely overlooks such a point, and therefore it is
inappropriate.

As the demandee already states in the written reply, the design cover of the
Registered Design is also subjected to the aesthetic treatment for hiding the screw holes
and the matching lines between parts, and this emphasizes the different feature from the
Publicly Known Design, where the screw hole and the matching line between parts are
prominent. In addition, the proportion occupied by the cover compared to the entire

design is relatively large, and the wall thickness of the Registered Design that cannot be
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seen from the Publicly Known Design is more emphasized by the design cover that is
enhancing its presence. Therefore, it can be said that the design cover has an extremely
large impact on the aesthetic impressions of both designs as a whole.

B Concerning the design line of the Publicly Known Design, the demandant
argues, in the written refutation, that the design line is a line for changing the widths
from the connector body to the cable section, and the important matter is not how to
name the line, but is a physical shape change where the widths are changed along the
line.

However, as the demandee states in the written reply, because the design line
provides the visual effect of emphasizing the impression that the connector body of the
Publicly Known Design is gouged inside, it can be said that the line is provided to
emphasize the design, but is never provided only for its name. In this regard, the
demandant himself positively defines the line as the "design line" in the notice of
demand for trial, and the demandee merely follows this definition purposely. Further,
the demandant merely replaces such a line for emphasizing the impression of the
connector body gouged inside with an expression such as "changing of the widths." If
the physical shape change is objectively observed, the connector body is obviously
gouged inside after the design line, and therefore, it can be said that the Publicly Known
Design clearly differs from the Registered Design. Such a clear different feature has a
large impact on determination of similarity.

C As the demandee states in the written reply, both designs clearly differ in each
of the grip section, the release switch, the display lamp, the retaining hook, the insertion
guide, and insertion section, and, first, concerning the grip section, it is considered that
the shape has an impact on the holding feature and attracts strong attention of the traders
and the consumers who operate it and concern with the details of constitution as the
important decision making factors in selecting and purchasing the connector. Further,
concerning the release switch, it is a portion that the consumers directly touch when
they operate it, and concerning the display lamp, the retaining hook, and the insertion
guide, they are also portions that the consumers look at, check, etc. when they are in use.
Therefore, each of them has a large impact on the operability of the connector itself, etc.
As such, as these different features become important decision making factors when the
traders and the consumers select and purchase the connector, they should also be
sufficiently evaluated in determination of similarity of both designs as a whole, and it
can also be said that they have a significant impact on the aesthetic impression of the
designs as a whole.

(3) Closing
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As described above, because the argument by the demandant is inappropriate, it
is clear that the registration of the Registered Design has no deficiency, and it does not
fall under Article 3(1)(iii) of the Design Act.

No. 5 Oral proceeding
The body conducted the oral proceeding concerning the trial of the case on
October 14, 2015 ("Trial record of First Oral Proceeding" of October 14, 2015).

No. 6 Judgment by the body
1 Registered Design

The article to the Registered Design is a "charge connector for an electric car,"
and the Registered Design has a form as described in the application and the drawings
attached to the application. According to explanation of the article to the design, "the
article is a charge connector used in supplying electrical power to a battery of an electric
car, a plug-in hybrid car, etc." (see No. 1 in the attached sheet).

The form of the Registered Design is as below. In addition, names of
components of the Registered Design and directions of drawings are identified based on
Evidence A No. 3 (see No. 3 in the attached sheet).

(1) Basic Constitution

A Overall Constitution

The Registered Design has the gun-type composed of the insertion section, the
connector body, the grip section, and the cable section as a whole, and a vertical
enclosed space section (hereinafter simply referred to as the "space section") for
inserting the fingers is formed between the grip section and the cable section.

B Constitutions of Insertion Section and Connector Body

The insertion section has a generally cylindrical shape and is rearwardly
connected to the connector body having a generally cylindrical shape, and the center of
the insertion section and the center of the connector section are located on a coaxial
horizontal line.

C Constitutions of Grip Section and Cable Section

The upper rear side of the connector body continues to the grip section which is
inclined to the lower right direction in the right side view, and the lower rear side of the
connector body also continues to the cable section which is inclined to the lower right
direction in the right side view. Further, the lower portion of the connector section
continues to the lower portion of the grip section, and the lower end of the continuous

portion is inclined to the upper right direction in the right side view.
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D Constitution of Design Cover

The upper design cover is provided on the upper side of the connector body and
the outside of the grip section, and the lower design cover is provided on the lower side
of the connector body and the outside of the cable section. The thicknesses of both
design covers are expressed to be small.
(2) Specific Form

E Shape of Insertion Section

The four circular connectors are positioned in a cross shape on the inner front
side of the insertion section, while the vertical retaining hook having the nail section on
its tip is provided on the center of the top of the insertion section so as to extend from
the connector body.

F Shape of Connector Body

In the connector body, both of the right and left ends are slightly enlarged in an
arc shape on the insertion section side in the top view, and the widths are gradually
narrowed as they approach the grip section. Further, according to perspective view 1,
perspective view 3, and perspective view 4, the portion near the upper left side of the
space section in the connector body is narrowed in the right side view.

G Shape of Grip Section

Although the upper portion inside the grip section is narrowed, a bump section
(hereinafter simply referred to as a "bump section") is formed from the middle portion
to the lower portion inside, and a step surface is formed on the upper end of the bump
portion. Then, the lower portion of the bump portion extends toward the cable section
side so as to be gradually enlarged, and the bump section is expressed to have a
generally inverted L shape (inner angle has an arc shape) in the right side view. Further,
the outer side of the grip section is expressed to be generally linear in the right side view.

H Shape of Cable Section

Because most of the inner side of the cable section is narrowed, and because the
lower end portion rises and is gradually enlarged, the ridge line inside the cable section
is expressed to have a generally L shape (inner side has an arc shape) in the right side
view. In the right side view, the lower end tip of a generally reversed L shape of the
bump section is formed to contact with the lower position of the lower end tip of the
generally L shape of the ridge line inside the cable section.

I Shape of Ridge Line Inside Space Section

In the right side view, the upper portion of the ridge line inside the space section
has a mountain shape, and the right end of it is blocked by the bump section to thereby
form a step, and the left side and the right side (ridge line of the bump section) of the
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ridge line inside the space section are parallel. The lower left side portion of the ridge
line inside the space section is expressed to have an arc shape, and the lower right side
portion is also expressed to have an arc shape. Because the former is provided on the
slightly upper position than the latter, a step is formed on the lower portion.

J Shape of Design Cover

In the right side view, substantially the left half of the upper design cover has a
generally inverted and reversed J shape, and substantially the left half of the lower
design cover also has a generally inverted J shape. Because the tips of the J shapes are
adjacent to each other, they are combined and expressed to have a generally inverted U
shape.

Moreover, the upper design cover is formed such that it is bent substantially in a
"jackknifed" manner in the middle portion, and substantially the right half of the cover
covers most of the grip section. The inclination of the end portion of the right half is
sharper than the inclination of the lower end of the grip section. Also, the lower design
cover is formed so as to be bent in a manner similar to that of the upper design cover
such that substantially the right half covers the outer side and the lower portion of the
cable section, and substantially the right half is expressed to be inclined to the left in a
generally L shape as a whole (inner side has an arc shape).

Further, because, in the top view, the lower end of the upper design cover is
formed to have a generally concave arc shape, and the right and left ends are also cut off
in an arc shape, the upper design cover is expressed to have a generally reversed "Y"
shape as a whole. The retaining hook is expressed to be elongated from the lower end
of the center of the generally reversed "Y" shape.

K Shape and Position of Release Switch

The release switch, which has a generally rounded vertical rectangular shape in
the top view, is positioned on the outer side of the substantially jackknifed bent portion
of the upper design cover so as to protrude therefrom, and a slightly larger seat section
which has a generally rounded vertical rectangular shape in the top view, is formed so
as to rise around the release switch. In addition, in the right side view, the position of
the release switch is on the right side of the upper end position of the space section.

L Shape and Position of Display Lamp Section

The display lamp section having a generally inverted narrow teardrop shape is
positioned on approximately the center of the upper design cover in the rear view.

M Shape of Cable Mounting Section and Cable Section

A cable mounting section having a generally reversed truncated cone shape is

provided under the cable section, by way of the generally L shaped lower portion of
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substantially the right half of the lower design cover, and a (part of) cylindrical cable
having a slightly smaller radius than the cable mounting section is provided under the

cable mounting section.

2 Gist of Reasons for Invalidation

The demandant argues, as the reasons for invalidation of the registration of the
Registered Design, that because the Registered Design is similar to the design of design
registration No. 1417577 (design of Evidence A No. 2) which had been publicly known
in Japan or a foreign country, prior to the filling of the application for design
registration of the Registered Design, and which had been described in a distributed
publication, or had been made publicly available through an electric telecommunication
line in Japan or a foreign country, prior to the filling of the application for design
registration of the Registered Design, it falls under the category of Article 3(1)(ii1) of
the Design Act and cannot be registered under the provision of the main paragraph of
the same Article, and that therefore, the registration of the Registered Design falls under
the provision of Article 48(1)(i) of the same Act and should be invalidated under the
provision of the main paragraph of the same Article.

In addition, because the issue date of the design bulletin (Evidence A No. 2)
describing the design of registered design No. 1417577 is June 27, 2011, and the same
bulletin was issued more than 17 months before the filing date of the Registered Design
(December 3, 2012), it is clear that the design of registered design No. 1417577 is a
design which had been publicly known in Japan or a foreign country, prior to the filling
of the application for design registration of the Registered Design. Therefore, the body
will examine whether or not the Registered Design is similar to the design of registered
design No. 1417577 which had been described in a distributed publication, or had been
made publicly available through an electric telecommunication line in Japan or a foreign
country, prior to the filling of the application for design registration of the Registered
Design (design of Evidence No. 2. Hereinafter, we, the body, also refer this design as
the "Publicly Known Design").

3 Determination of Reasons for Invalidation

Whether or not the Registered Design is similar to the Publicly Known Design
will be examined.
(1) Publicly Known Design

According to Evidence A No. 2 (see No. 2 in the attached sheet), the article to

the Publicly Known Design is a "power supply connector for a car," and the Publicly
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Known Design has the form as described in Evidence A No. 2, and according to
explanation of the article to the design, "the article is used for supplying power to a
battery of an electric car. This power supply connector is provided on a tip of a cable
connected to a power source, and terminals in the power supply connector are connected
to terminals in a power receiving opening when the former is inserted into the latter."

The form of the Publicly Known Design is as described below. In addition,
names of components of the Publicly Known Design are identified based on Evidence A
No. 3 (see No. 3 in the attached sheet).
A Basic Constitution

(A) Overall Constitution

The Publicly Known Design has the gun-type composed of the insertion section,
the connector body, the grip section, and the cable section as a whole, and a vertical
enclosed space section (hereinafter simply referred to as the "space section") for
inserting the fingers is formed between the grip section and the cable section.

(B) Constitutions of Insertion Section and Connector Body

The insertion section has a generally cylindrical shape and is rearwardly
connected to the connector body having a generally cylindrical shape, and the center of
the insertion section and the center of the connector section are located on a coaxial
horizontal line.

(C) Constitutions of Grip Section and Cable Section

The upper rear side of the connector body continues to the grip section which is
inclined to the lower right direction in the right side view, and the lower rear side of the
connector body also continues to the cable section which is inclined to the lower right
direction in the right side view. Further, the lower portion of the connector section
continues to the lower portion of the grip section, and the lower end of the continuous
portion is inclined to the upper right direction in the right side view.

(D) Constitutions Based on Surface Parting Lines

In the right side view, the surface parting line having a generally reversed "?"
shape is formed from the center portion of the connector body to the lower end of the
cable section, and the connector body is recessed in a generally concave surface in the
right direction after the parting line. In the top view, the parting line is expressed as
bend points which appear on the ridge lines of the right and left sides of the connector
body.
B Specific Form

(E) Shape of Insertion Section
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The four circular connectors are positioned in a cross shape on the inner front
side of the insertion section, while the vertical retaining hook having the nail section on
its tip is provided on the center of the top of the insertion section so as to extend from
the connector body. Further, in the top view, vertical and shallow groove guides are
formed on the right and left sides of the retaining hook.

(F) Shape of Connector Body

In the connector body, the widths of both of the right and left ends on the
insertion section side in the top view are gradually enlarged toward the grip section
direction and are narrowed inward to have a generally concave arc shape after the
above-described bend points. Further, a parting line is provided between the connector
body and the grip section, and the same parting line is inclined to the left side in the
right side view.

(G) Shape of Grip Section

The grip section is bent into a generally arch shape as a whole, and in particular,
the upper portion is bent in the connector body direction, and 13 horizontal grooves are
formed vertically inside the grip section. In addition, on the upper side of the grip
section, there are formed a parting line between the connector body and the grip section,
and a partitioned section which has a generally bell shape in the top view and is
partitioned by an extended line on the upper side of the surface parting line having the
above-described generally reversed "?" shape. The rear end portion of the partitioned
section rises slightly. Moreover, the upper surface of the lower portion of the grip
section is expressed to be a generally flat surface.

(H) Shape of Cable Section

In the cable section, the outer side of the surface parting line having the
generally reversed "?" shape; that is, substantially the left half of the cable section, is
expressed to have a generally semicylindrical shape. Substantially the right half of the
cable section is expressed to have the side portions having generally flat surfaces.

(I) Shape of Ridge Line Inside Space Section

In the right side view, the portion from the upper portion to the right side of the
ridge line, in particular, the upper side, inside the space section has a generally arch
shape toward the connector body, and the left side and the lower side of the ridge line
inside the space section are generally linear.

(J) Shape and Position of Release Switch

The release switch, which has the generally rounded vertical rectangular shape
in the top view, is provided inside the partitioned section having the generally bell shape

on the upper side of the grip section in the top view, and a vertically-slidable button
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having a mountain shape in the right side view is positioned thereon. In addition, in the
right side view, the position of the release switch is almost identical to the upper end
position of the space section.

(K) Shape and Position of Display Lamp Section

The circular display lamp section is positioned on the lower rear side of the grip
section.

(L) Shape of Cable Mounting Section

The cable mounting section having a generally inverted truncated cone shape is
provided under the cable section, and three grooves are formed from the closer position

of the upper end side to substantially the center of the cable mounting section.

(2) Comparison between Registered Design and Publicly Known Design

Because the article to the Registered Design is a "charge connector for an
electric car," and the article to the Publicly Known Design is a "power supply connector
for a car," the Registered Design and the Publicly Known Design (hereinafter referred
to as "both designs") are used to supply electrical power to a battery, etc. of a car.
Therefore, it is admitted that both designs are common in the articles to the design, and
that they have the following common features and different features in forms.
A Common Features

(A) Overall Constitution

Each of them has the gun-type composed of the insertion section, the connector
body, the grip section, and the cable section as a whole, and the space section is formed
between the grip section and the cable section.

(B) Constitutions of Insertion Section and Connector Body

The insertion section has a generally cylindrical shape and is rearwardly
connected to the connector body having a generally cylindrical shape, and the center of
the insertion section and the center of the connector section are located on a coaxial
horizontal line.

(C) Constitutions of Grip Section and Cable Section

The upper rear side of the connector body continues to the grip section which is
inclined to the lower right direction in the right side view, and the lower rear side of the
connector body also continues to the cable section which is inclined to the lower right
direction in the right side view. Further, the lower portion of the connector section
continues to the lower portion of the grip section, and the lower end of the continuous
portion is inclined to the upper right direction in the right side view.

(D) Shape of Insertion Section
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The four circular connectors are positioned in a cross shape on the inner front
side of the insertion section, while the vertical retaining hook having the nail section on
its tip is provided on the center of the top of the insertion section so as to extend from
the connector body.

(E) Shape of Cable Mounting Section

The cable mounting section having a generally reversed truncated cone shape is
provided under the cable section.

(F) Shape of Release Switch

The release switch has a generally rounded vertical rectangular shape in the top
view.

B Different features

(a) Difference in Presence of Design Cover

In the Registered Design, the upper design cover is positioned on the upper side
of the connector body and the outer side of the grip section, and the lower design cover
is positioned on the lower side of the connector body and the outer side of the cable
section, but the Publicly Known Design has no such cover.

(b) Difference in Presence of Surface Parting Line

In the Publicly Known Design, in the right side view, the surface parting line
having a generally reversed "?" shape is formed from the center portion of the connector
body to the lower end of the cable section (which appears as bend points in the top
view), and the connector body is recessed in a generally concave surface in the right
direction after the parting line. But, the Registered Design has no such surface parting
line.

(c) Difference in Shape of Connector Body

In the Registered Design, both the right and left ends of the connector body on
the insertion section side are slightly enlarged in an arc shape in the top view, and the
widths are gradually narrowed as they are closer to the grip section. Further, the portion
near the upper left side of the space section of the connector body is narrowed in the
right side view.

In contrast, in the Publicly Known Design, the widths of both of the right and
left ends of the connector body on the insertion section side are gradually enlarged
toward the grip section direction in the top view, and are narrowed inward in a generally
concave arc shape after the bend points in the top view. Further, the parting line is
provided between the connector body and the grip section, and the same parting line is
inclined to the left side in the right side view.

(d) Difference in Shape of Grip Section
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Although, in the Registered Design, the upper portion inside the grip section is
narrowed, the bump section is formed from the middle to the lower portions inside, and
a step surface is formed on the upper end of the bump portion. The lower portion of the
bump portion extends toward the cable section side so as to be gradually enlarged, and
the bump section is expressed to have a generally inverted L shape (inner angle has an
arc shape) in the right side view. Further, the outer side of the grip section is expressed
to be generally linear in the right side view.

In contrast, the grip section of the Publicly Known Design is bent to have a
generally arch shape as a whole, and in particular, the upper portion is bent in the
connector body direction, and 13 horizontal grooves are formed vertically inside the
grip section. In addition, on the upper side of the grip section, there are formed a
parting line between the connector body and the grip section, and a partitioned section
which has a generally bell shape in the top view and is partitioned by an extended line
on the upper side of the surface parting line having the above-described generally
reversed "?" shape. The rear end portion of the partitioned section rises slightly.
Moreover, the upper surface of the lower portion of the grip section is expressed to be a
generally flat surface.

(e) Differences in Shape of Cable Section

Because most of the inner side of the cable section of the Registered Design is
narrowed, and the lower end portion rises and is gradually enlarged, the ridge line of the
inside of the cable section is expressed to have a generally L shape (the inner side has
an arc shape) in the right side view.  In the right side view, the lower end tip of a
generally reversed L shape of the bump section is formed to contact with the lower
position of the lower end tip of the generally L shape of the ridge line inside the cable
section.

In contrast, in the cable section of the Publicly Known Design, the outer side of
the surface parting line having the generally reversed "?" shape; that is, substantially the
left half of the cable section, is expressed to have a generally semicylindrical shape.
Substantially the right half of the cable section is expressed to have the side portions
having a generally flat surfaces.

(f) Difference in Shape of Ridge Line Inside Space Section

In the right side view of the Registered Design, the upper portion of the ridge
line inside the space section has a mountain shape, and the right end of it is blocked by
the bump section to thereby form the step, and the left side and the right side (ridge line
of the bump section) of the ridge line inside the space section are parallel. The lower

left side portion of the ridge line inside the space section is expressed to have an arc
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shape, and the lower right side portion is also expressed to have an arc shape. Because
the former is provided on the slightly upper position in relation to the latter, a step is
formed on the lower portion.

In contrast, in the Publicly Known Design, the portion from the upper side to the
right side of the ridge line inside the space section has a generally arch shape toward the
connector body, in particular, in the upper side, and the left side and the lower side of
the ridge line inside the space section are generally linear.

(g) Difference in Shape and Position of Release Switch

In the Registered Design, the release switch is positioned on the outer side of the
almost jackknifed bent portion of the upper design cover so as to protrude therefrom,
and a slightly larger seat section, which has a generally rounded vertical rectangular
shape in the top view, is formed so as to rise around the release switch. In addition, in
the right side view, the position of the release switch is on the right side of the upper
end position of the space section.

In contrast, in the Publicly Known Design, the release switch is provided inside
the partitioned section having the generally bell shape on the upper side of the grip
section in the top view, and a vertically-slidable button having a mountain shape in the
right side view is positioned thereon. In addition, in the right side view, the position of
the release switch is almost identical to the upper end position of the space section.

(h) Difference between Shape and Position of Display Lamp Section

While, in the Registered Design, the display lamp section, which has a generally
inverted narrow teardrop shape, is positioned on approximately the center of the upper
design cover in the rear view, in the Publicly Known Design, the circular display lamp
section is positioned on the lower rear side of the grip section.

(1) Differences in Shape of Cable Mounting Section

While, in the Publicly Known Design, three grooves are formed from the closer
position of the upper end side to substantially the center of the cable mounting section,
the Registered Design has no such a groove.

(j) Difference in Presence of Cable

Although, in the Registered Design, a (part of) cylindrical cable having a slightly
smaller radius than the cable mounting section is provided under the cable mounting
section, the Publicly Known Design has no such a cable.

(k) Difference in Presence of Guides

While, in the Publicly Known Design, vertical and shallow groove guides are
formed on the right and left sides of the retaining hook of the insertion section in the top

view, the Registered Design has no such a guide.
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(1) Difference in Length of Retaining Hook

In the Registered Design, the retaining hook is expressed to be elongated from
the lower end of the center of the generally reversed "Y" shape of the upper design
cover, in the top view, and the length of the retaining hook in the Publicly Known
Design is shorter than that of the Registered Design.

(3) Determination of Similarity between Both Designs

A The Article to the Design

As found above, the articles to which both designs are applied are common.

B Determination of Similarity in Field of Article of "Charging Connector for
Electric Car"

When the "charging connector for an electric car" is used, that design as a whole
is touched by the hand of the user. Therefore, the user (observer) can observe the
overall shape of the design, and can also carefully observe and pay attention to the
shapes of the sections viewed from all directions. Therefore, in determination of
similarity in design in the field of the article of the "charging connector for an electric
car," the form is evaluated by evaluating the overall shape and all the shapes of the
sections and further by evaluating them together as the design as a whole.

C Evaluation of Common Features in Form

Concerning the constitutions pointed out in the common features (A) to (C), as
they were commonly found in the designs in the field of the articles of the "charging
connector for an electric car" before the filing of the present application, they cannot
attract the observer's attention. Specifically, the constitutions can be found in the design
of the "power supply connector (20) "disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent
Application Publication No. H6-325830 (Evidence B No. 2-10, see the attached sheet
No. 5). Further, the form of the common feature (D) can also be found in the design of
the "power supply side connector (B)" (Evidence B No. 3, see No. 6 in the attached
sheet) disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. H7-85926.
As both of the features that (E) the cable mounting section has an reversed truncated
cone shape, and that (F) the release switch has a generally rounded vertical rectangular
shape in the top view are not unique, but are ordinary, they cannot attract the observer's
attention. Therefore, it can be said that the impact of the common features (A) to (F) on
determination of similarity between both designs is small.

D Evaluation of Different feature in Form

The different features in the forms between both designs are evaluated as below.

It is admitted that their impact on determination of similarity between both designs is
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larger than that of the above-described common features when the different features are
considered together.

First, concerning the different feature (a), which is the difference in the presence
of the design cover, the observer can notice the difference at a glance because the design
covers, which are positioned from the upper side and the lower side of the connector
body to the outer side of the grip section and the outer side of the cable section of the
Registered Design, occupy the large area of the design as a whole. Because it should be
said that the covers create a certain level of aesthetic impression to the observer, they
provides a remarkable different feature from the Publicly Known Design where no such
a cover is provided, and the impact of the different feature (a) on determination of
similarity between both designs is large.

In particular, the form of the generally inverted "U" shape of the upper design
cover and the lower design cover in combination in the right side view and the form of
the generally reversed "Y" shape of the upper design cover in the top view should give
unique impressions to the observer. Further, because the generally L shaped portion of
substantially the right half of the lower design cover is expressed to continue, on the
lower side, to the generally reversed L shaped bump section of the grip section, a
generally inverted U shape portion inclined to the left appears when they are viewed in
combination. Also, because the inner angles of both of the L shapes have an arc shape,
and the inner ridge line of the generally inverted U shape portion is observed to be a
generally U shape inclined to the left, substantially the right half of the lower design
cover in combination with the bump section of the grip section creates a unique
aesthetic impression to the observer.

Concerning the presence of the design cover, referring to the past design
registration examples (Evidence A No. 11 and No. 12 registered as similar designs), the
demandant argues that "In consideration that the designs were determined to be similar
and registered in spite of such a difference in the presence of the design cover, it is
understood that the different feature of the presence of the design cover is interpreted as
an insignificant difference that does not affect determination of similarity. (snip) It is
clear that the presence of the design cover cannot be evaluated as a remarkable different
feature."

However, in making determination of similarity between the Registered Design
and the Publicly Known Design, it is necessary to make the determination by comparing
all the common features and the different features between both designs, and the
presence of the different feature (a) does not always make total determination of

similarity. Further, in those past design registration examples, determination was also
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made by comparing the different features of the presence of the design cover (and the
other different features) to a plurality of common features, and the determination
content cannot be directly applied to determination of similarity between the Registered
Design and the Publicly Known Design. Therefore, the argument by the demandant is
not acceptable.

Next, concerning the differences in (b) the presence of the surface parting line
and (c) the shape of the connector body, the surface parting line formed on the Publicly
Known Design extends from the center portion of the connector body to the lower end
of the cable section. Because, after this line, the connector body is recessed in a
generally concave surface in the right direction, and the line appears as bend points in
the top view, the surface parting line should give a special visual impression to the
observer. When the Publicly Known Design is compared to the Registered Design
where no surface parting line is provided and no bend point appears in the top view, it
can be said that both designs give significantly different visual impressions to the
observer. In addition, although the connector body is also narrowed in the Registered
Design, according to perspective view 1, perspective view 3, and perspective view 4,
the position of the narrowed portion is near the upper left portion of the space section of
the connector body in the right side view, and, in the top view, it corresponds to the
position where the connector body is gradually narrowed near the grip section.
Therefore, the shape of the connector body differs from that of the Publicly Known
Design. Therefore, the impact of the different feature (b) on determination of similarity
between both designs is large.

Concerning this surface parting line, the demandant argues that "the design line
of the Publicly Known Design is a changing line where the enlargement of the
connector body is gradually recessed toward the cable section and the grip section, and
therefore, an aesthetic impression that the shape of the enlargement is changed to be
gradually recessed around line should be emphasized, rather than the feature that the
line is provided there. On the other hand, although, in the Registered Design, the design
line like the one in the Publicly Known Design is not provided, in the same position, the
enlargement of the connector body is changed to be gradually recessed toward the cable
section and the grip section, resulting in an aesthetic impression that such changing of
the aesthetic treatment has been conducted. As such, the presence of the design line
should not be understood as a remarkable different feature, but should be understood
even as a common feature in the aesthetic treatment that, in the same positions, the
enlargements of the connector bodies are changed to be gradually recessed toward the

cable sections and the grip sections." The demandant further argues that "the design
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line is merely a changing line of the width and merely indicates that the width becomes
narrower inside from the design line. Further, in that changing to the narrower width,
the width becomes narrower with a slight arc inward in the top view, but it is difficult to
express it as 'being gouged." Therefore, the common feature between both designs that
'the connector body has a cylindrical shape with a width slightly larger than that of the
insertion section, and the width is slightly enlarged toward the grip direction and then
becomes gradually narrower' is maintained, and this is a characteristic feature that
cannot be found in other designs."

However, because it is clear that the surface parting line observed in the Publicly
Known Design is formed as a boundary between the discontinuous surfaces as it
appears as bend points in the top view, and that the connector body on the right side of
the line is recessed to have the generally concave surface, it cannot be said that the
recess of the connector body in the right direction after the surface parting line is "the
shape of the enlargement is changed to be gradually recessed," even if it cannot be
expressed as a gouged recess. Further, because, as identified above, the position where
the connector body begins to be narrowed in the Registered Design is near the upper left
portion of the space section in the right side view, it cannot be said that "the
enlargement of the connector body is changed to be gradually recessed toward the cable
section and the grip section in the same position" as the position of the surface parting
line or that "the common feature between both designs is maintained." Therefore, the
argument by the demandant is not acceptable.

Moreover, concerning "being changed to be gradually recessed," the demandant
argues that "from the drawings of the Registered Design, it is reasonable to interpret that
the connector body is recessed inward from the curved line indicated by the red circle in
the rear view in [Table 2] on page 5 of the written refutation (see No. 4 in the attached
sheet) to have the narrower width," However, in the Registered Design, the curved line
seen in the rear view is merely presumed to be located within the range from a position
where both of the right and left ends are enlarged into a gradual arc near the insertion
side to a position near the grip section side in the top view. Although the relationship
between the curved line and the narrowed portion near the upper left portion of the
space section of the connector body in the right side view, which can be seen in
perspective view 1, perspective view 3, and perspective view 4 of the Registered Design,
i1s unknown, as described above, the position of the narrowed portion differs from the
position of the surface parting line of the Publicly Known Design, and therefore, the
argument by the demandant for particularly emphasizing the presence of the curved line

is not adoptable.
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Then, it should be said that the differences in (d) the shape of the grip section,
(e) the shape of the cable section, and (f) the shape of the ridge line inside the space
section give, in combination with the difference in the presence of the design cover,
different visual impressions to the observer. In consideration that these differences are
related to the shapes of the portions directly touched by the hand of the observer and to
the shapes around the portions, it should be recognized that the observer pays attention
to these differences to a large extent. Therefore, the impact of the different features (d)
to (f) on determination of similarity of both designs is large.

Concerning this shape of the ridge line inside the space section, the demandant
argues that "both of the spaces formed by the grip sections and the cable sections of
both designs can be recognized as 'oval' and, that it is reasonable to evaluate them as
spaces having similar outlines." However, in the Registered Design, the ridge line
inside the space section has a distorted shape due to the step of the bump section and the
step on the lower side, and it should be recognized that it greatly differs from the shape
of the ridge line inside the space section of the Publicly Known Design where the
portion from the upper side to the right side has a generally arch shape, and the left side
and the lower side are generally linear. Therefore, the argument by the demandant is
not acceptable.

Moreover, with regard to the difference in (g) the shape of the release switch, the
difference relates to the shape of the switch operated by the observer, and the observer
is considered to always pay attention to the Registered Design having the push button
switch and the Publicly Known Design having the slide switch. Further, concerning the
position of the release switch in the right side view, while, in the Registered Design, the
position is located on the right side of the upper end position of the space section, in the
Publicly Known Design, the position is almost identical to the upper end of the space
section. This difference in the positions thus appears as a difference in positions of the
thumb and the index finger in use, and the difference accordingly affects the angle of
the wrist holding the grip section, and therefore, the observer is considered to pay
attention to the difference in the positions. Therefore, it is admitted that there is a
certain degree of impact of the different feature (g) on determination of similarity
between both designs.

On the other hand, the differences in (h) the shape and the position of the display
lamp section, (i) the shape of the cable mounting section, and (1) the length of the
retaining hook are out of reach of the differences that attract attention of the observer, as
the areas occupied by the display lamp section, the cable mounting section and the

retaining hook compared to the entire design is small. Further, concerning the
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differences in (j) the presence of the cable and (k) the presence of the guide, it cannot be
said that the observer pays particular attention to them, because the cable in the
Registered Design and the guides in the Publicly Known Design are commonly
observed in the designs in the field of the article of the "charging connector for an
electric car" before filing of the present application (for example, the design of "power
supply side connector (B)" disclosed in Japanese Patent Unexamined Application
Publication No. H7-85926, Evidence B No. 3, see No. 6 in the attached sheet).
Therefore, the impact of the different features (h) to (I) on determination of similarity
between both designs is small.

As such, because all the different features (a) to (g) have large impacts on
determination of similarity between both designs, even if the impacts of the remaining
different features are small, when all different features between both designs are
considered in a comprehensive manner, they give the impression that both designs differ
from each other. Therefore, it can be said that they have large impacts on determination
of similarity between both designs, and they exceed the common features between both
designs.

E Summary

As such, although both designs are common in the articles to the designs, in
terms of the forms of the designs, the impact of the common features on determination
of similarity between both designs is small, while the impact of the different features in
the form between both designs is large when the different features between both designs
are considered in a comprehensive manner. Because the different features give the
impression that both designs differ from each other beyond the aesthetic impression that
the common features create to the observer, the Registered Design is not similar to the
Publicly Known Design.

That is, the Registered Design is not similar to the design of design registration
No. 1417577 (Publicly Known Design) which had been publicly known in Japan or a
foreign country and which had been described in a distributed publication, or had been
made publicly available through an electric telecommunication line in Japan or a foreign
country, prior to the filling of the application for design registration of the Registered
Design.

Therefore, the reason for invalidation of the registration of the Registered

Design argued by the demandant is groundless.

No. 7 Closing
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As described above, even when taking into consideration the reason for
invalidation alleged by the demandant, it cannot be said that the Registered Design was
granted design registration in spite of falling under the category of Article 3(1)(iii) of
the Design Act, and the registration of the Registered Design cannot be invalidated in
accordance with the provisions of Article 48(1)(i) of the same Act.

The costs in connection with the trial shall be borne by the demandant under the
provisions of Article 61 of the Code of Civil Procedure applied mutatis mutandis in
Article 169(2) of the Patent Act applied mutatis mutandis in Article 52 of the Design
Act.

Therefore, the trial decision shall be made as described in the conclusion.

December 1, 2015

Chief administrative judge: SAITO, Takae
Administrative judge: KOBAY ASHI, Hirokazu
Administrative judge: SHODA, Takeshi
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[EmX] [Bottom view]
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ERETE) [Left side view]
[ 10 ] [Right side view]

47/65



()] HrER”1478580

48/65



BIREE 2 5 2 &k

p={1|

RE25:E

(19) [®7E) BAERZFT (1 P)

(45) [%fTH) F2346H278 (2011, 6, 27)

(12) [AmER) BFEA® (S)

(11) [BHRES) BRERFE14175778 (D1417577)

(24) [Z#H) FR234E5H27H (2011, 5, 27)

(54) [BEH27&) ABEMKEa2s ¥

(562) [BE#¥) H1-3433

(51) [EBEEMH (%) ] 13-03, 14-03

[D¥—1) H1-3433AB

(21) [HF#FS) EE2010-30694 (D2010—-30694)

(22) [WEER) ¥HR22412H22H (2010, 12, 22)

(72) [AifEH)

[K4) RE Ef7F

(ERTURERT] RREGFHHIEARATE 1 %35 SESHA/IHASHA

(72) [AIfEHE)

[K4) ¥ilg A&

(ERFSURERT) RERFFHIGURATH 1 %35 A0S AETHRASHA

(72) [8iIfEE)

[R4) #H ¥E

(R URERT) SREFHLAEATH 1 &35 AEYRETHASHN

(72) [fifEH)

[K4&) @ #ith

(AT ERT] A& R TEAE ) 1 —4—1 NI9RII7HIRAF #HALHU eyes De
signM

(72) [flfEE)

(K4] EH 3th

[EFTUERT] MENRBRETHARBN1 —4—1 N9RI7I7HEAF HA2HU eyes De
signW

(73) [(BFEHEHX)

(#71%5) 000213884

(RARI34H) EEREH IR

(R ULERT) SRR e TH 1% 35

(73) [EFEHeH)

[%51%5) 501385204

[K4iz4H) LU eyes Design

[HERT U fERT) R a X R 9 & 55

(A2 ERTRzE#T] 9—-5, Shinsen—cho, Shibuya—ku, Tokyo 150-0
045 JAPAN

(74) [REA)

[#H%5) 100100147

[#884)

[R&E 4] WEF &

[H#EE) SH T

(565) [BEFEUHOBH] A5, BERADED Sy 7)) —RET 210 EAEN2, ZOKE
22754, BRICERINLy— 7V o%RcRT oh, BRADHROZEDIELALC LT, NFDOMT
BREONOIHTF LI h 2,

[[if)

[Z£41HH)

B 2 HEE 2 5FF  Appendix 2 Evidence A No. 2

49/65



@ EEE®1417577

(iEmE)
]
BIEE#k1417577 Design Registration No. 1417577
[1E ] [Front view]
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(3) HEBH1417577
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(7 W)
[0 [ [Right side view]
ERETE) [Left side view]
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[Eim] [Bottom view]
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A S5 L 25FE— 10 Appendix 5 Evidence B No. 2-10

O 2 F5RE—1 0 Evidence B No. 2-10

(19) BARESFT (JP) (19) Japan Patent Office (JP)

(12) ABHFFFFAH (A) (12) Publication of Unexamined Patent
Application (A)

(11) FrafHERBAE S FBHF6 —325830 (11) Japanese
Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. H6-325830

(4 3) ABHA k64 (1994) 11H25H (43)  Publication

Date November 25, 1994

kRl R Identification number
JTNEEBE Patent office docket number
et & & Technology description
AR Request for examination
ENTE Unrequested
FERIEOE 1 Number of Claims 1

(26 H) (6 pages in total)

(2 1) HFEES FrfEFE5—132860 (21) Application number Japanese
Patent Application No. H5-132860

(22) HFEEA FRk54F (1993) 5H10H (22) Filing date May 10,
1993

(71) HFEAN 000183406 (71) Applicant 000183406

A Bt Sumitomo Wiring Systems Ltd.
—EHRMAFAERAT 1% 1 4% 1-14 Nishisuehiro-cho, Yokkaichi-shi,
Mie-ken

(7 2) ®¥FE EEFE 1= (72) Inventor Wataru Kokufutani

—HRMANHERLT 11 45 FELEEKRNSHAN Sumitomo  Wiring
Systems, Ltd. 1-14 Nishisuehiro-cho, Yokkaichi-shi, Mie-ken

(7 2) 3BE LR PR (72) Inventor Heiji Kuki
—HERMAMNHERLT 11 45 FEXEEERNSHAN Sumitomo  Wiring
Systems, Ltd. 1-14 Nishisuehiro-cho, Yokkaichi-shi, Mie-ken
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(74) fREEA FEE ASVYK FHz (34) (74) Attorney Patent
Attorney Yoshiyuki Takagi (and three others)

(564) [FEHO4F] EXBEFEEEH IR ¥ (54) [Title of Invention]
CHARGE CONNECTOR FOR ELECTRIC CAR

(56 7) [EK] (57) [Abstract]

[BM]  FKEH =X ZBENOESEHEOFLEICET DIFHREZHAID
ZEMTELEHITT S, [Object] To enable reading of information about
power charging of an electric car from a charge connector itself.

[(#p] = X272 BT 1 2 20 EEEHIZHRT DRI S 01%, FLF A
A= RICE O LT 77 20 MO 2HT O TR RIS 4 & SRt bkt
D2MEDORENF A A —K35, 36L0nbR5, [Structure] A display
section 30 provided on the upper surface portion of a connector body 22 is composed of
a seven-segment, two-digit number display 34 composed of light-emitting diodes, and
red and green two light-emitting diodes 35 and 36.

REDFNLA A — N3 5IIREREICH D & ITHRAT S, READFKILL A
F—R3BIFHENET T2 EREADRENL A A — F3 5ITRATRITSND,
The red light-emitting diode 35 is turned on when power is charged, while the
green light-emitting diode 36 is turned on, instead of the red light-emitting diode 35,
when charging is completed.
o, BFRTREG 3 412, OFRERLD D OB, @5y 7 U —0kfF
KREOWT PPN ENICERIND, Further, the number display 34
selectively displays either of (1) an elapsed time since charging started or (2) the

remaining amount of battery charge.

1 0. Hf=x 7 % 10...Vehicle side connector
20.. . KEH=aXI 4 20...Charge connector

2 2. axr ZRIEK 22...Connector body

3 0... &7 30...Display section

32 FEHAAL vF 32...Charge switch

3 3. KU A A >~ 33..Display change switch
3 4. TR 34...Number display

3 8 ... K il E 38...Display control circuit
4 4 .. FerEHIHEE 44...Charge control circuit
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[1%1]
[ 4]

10.. ®Hiffjaxs ¥
20.. . KEH=aXI 4

2 2. a7 HZRIK
30.. Rl
32.. . REBHAAL vF

3 3. HKAUHHAA v F
3 4. TR

3 8 ... F R HilfE R

4 4 .. FeEEHIAE e

[X2] [FIG. 2]

[FIG. 1]
[FIG. 4]

10..
20..
22..
30..
32..
33..
34..
38..
44..

.Vehicle side connector
.Charge connector
.Connector body
.Display section
.Charge switch
.Display change switch
.Number display
.Display control circuit

.Charge control circuit
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BIHE 6 4% 35FE Appendix 6 Evidence B No. 3
%5 3 5 HlE  Evidence B No. 3

(19) BAREFRFFT (J P)  (19) Japan Patent Office (JP)

(1 2) ABFFEFAHR (A) (12)  Publication of Unexamined Patent
Application (A)

(1 1) FFFHREARES R 7—-859 26 (11) Japanese Unexamined
Patent Application Publication No. H7-85926

(4 3) ABAH k74 (1 995) 3H31H (43) Publication date March
31, 1995

vl Identification number
JT N Patent office docket number
et & & Technology description

AR Request for examination
ENTE Unrequested
FERIED%EL  Number of claims

(228 H) (8 pages in total)

(2 1) HFEES FrEFE5—-233409 (21) Application Number Japanese
Patent Application No. 5-233409

(22) HEEB Fak54 (1993) 9H20H (22) Filing date September
20, 1993

(71) HEEAL 000006895 (71)Applicant 000006895
R FEMRA 4L Yazaki Corporation
WHMMEX =H1 TH4%&2 8% 4-28, 1-chome, Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo

(74) ER140fRBAN FEE W HEE  OF14) (74) One
attorney described above Patent Attorney Hideo Takino (and one other)

(71) HEEANL 000003207 (7)Applicant 000003207

k= & 3B S Toyota Motor Corporation
ZHIREHT & 3 Z BT 1 2 H 1 Toyota-cho, Toyoda-shi, Aichi-ken

(74) FR140REAN FELE FEEE H (74) One attorney described
above Patent Attorney Hideo Takino (and one other)

(7 2) U AV i 5% (72) Inventor Nobuteru Yoshioka
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B AR E AR FEHT AR B 2 0 6 — 1 RIGER SRS Yazaki Parts
Co., Ltd. 206-1, Nunohikihara, Haibara-cho, Haibara-gun, Shizuoka-ken

A& BT e < Continued to the last page

(54) [HOLIH] HBE=ax2 %  (54)[Title of Invention] POWER SUPPLY
CONNECTOR

(56 7) [EK] (57) [Abstract]
[BA] EXEHEZREOREICEEL, HEMR I OZEMN =R X ORE
R OBENS I &G O FEIC L D %@ﬂ:%’i’/ﬁ% Y5 &L AN—DR
HERBIENZIET 222 HE T 5, [Object] In charging an electric car,
etc., to prevent connectors from being separated when a power supply side connector
and a power receiving side connector are fitted into each other for electric conduction,
to facilitate multipolarization based on a simplified structure, and to prevent
unnecessary rotation of a lever.

[Epk] B =7 2 AIXRERO S — 21, 1 ORPEHIC 2% 7 2 AR IK 2
ERETRRICNEE L, B L =3 OB L VAR 2 2T a ks
Z AN FiTE éﬂié/\ v R ADPHERFREICRIT TH D, [Structure] A power
supply side connector A contains therein a connector body 2 in the front half of
cylindrical cases 1 and 1' in a slidable manner, and contains, in the latter half, a handle 4
for moving the body 2 forward to a corresponding connector side by rotating a lever 3 in
a retractable manner.

LAR=3121F, ax 7 ZKRIK2 2 MFTaxs ZRIKE A LIZE T v 7

TLH1%km v 7 FB (RERLN—5) & %MERRL/N— 5 Z 8= A /L 6 Dl
Balckveyrdo2%kny 7 FERE HBIZLY 2ke v 7 HBMRERS VR
PR =50 1knm w7 ZfEERT 5 FENPERITTH D, The lever 3 has a
first lock means (release lever 5) for locking the connector body 2 in a position where it
is fitted into the corresponding connector, a second lock means for locking the release
lever 5 using excitation of an electromagnetic coil 6, and a means for unlocking the first
lock of the release lever 5 which has been released from the second lock by
demagnetization.

Flo, ax 7 ZANTMHFEGT 227 28T 5RBREFER (ny 736, 36
Zfii 2% & IS, EBRE FERITHFEST ax 7 2 L OREGHNIIATRE 2 r 7 2K
K2 ORIEZEIET A A b v NFE%Z(f 2 TW\W5,  Further, the connector A has
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a temporary engagement means (lock arms 36 and 36') corresponding to the
corresponding connector, and the temporary engagement means has a stopper means for
preventing the connector body 2 from moving forward before it is fitted into the
corresponding connector.

A. . . kEM=xs A A...Power supply side connector
C. .. r—7n C...Cable

D. . . HE&T D...Male terminal

1, 1. .. 7—XA 1, I'...Case

2. . . ARTHEKIK 2...Connector body

3. . . b2n— 3...Lever

3a. . . HEE 3a...Operation section

3b. . . EHER 3b...Action section

4. . . "RV 4...Handle

5. . . fEFRLN— 5...Release lever

6. . . \EE=ANL 6...Electromagnetic coil
25b. . . fRIEEEE 25b...Engagement step section
36, 36’ .. vy 7/ 36,36'..Lockarm

36a. . . ftRiIEK 36a...Engaging claw
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(X 7] X6 DsEairaiRiEZ R~ HEWmX Tbh 5, FIG. 7 shows
a longitudinal sectional view showing a complete fit state of FIG. 6.

[ 8] AFEHOME IR 7 Z OELEEOFHHAM TH 2, FIG. 8 shows
an explanatory view of an electric circuit of a power supply connector of the present

invention.
[X9] 1EkpiadEa s % OSHEREBOWIHX TH 5, FIG. 9 shows
a sectional view of a conventional power supply connector in a separate state.
[1 0] X9 OEHHREDOKIHEK TH 5., FIG. 10 shows
a sectional view of FIG. 9 in a connected state.
[ 755 DA ) [Explanation of letters or numerals]
A faEM=Rs Z A Power supply side connector
B =EM=xs# B Power receiving side connector
C r—7n C Cable
D K D Male terminal
D' MEsEF D' Female terminal
1, 1" rr—XA 1, 1' Case
2, 42 axXrHZARIK 2,42 Connector body
3 L= 3 Lever
3a R 3a Operation section
3b  EHIHD 3b Action section
4 N2 RV 4 Handle
5 fEERL/N— 5 Release lever
6 BRIV 6 Electromagnetic coil
25 XFih 25 Supporting piece
25b fRIEE:: 25b Engagement step section
36, 36’ my 7 36,36 Lock arm
36a FRIEN 36a Engaging claw

51, 51" fRIEESE 51, 51' Engagement step section

[1%1] [FIG. 1]

[X2] [FIG. 2]
A. .. kmEM=xs A A...Power supply side connector
B. .. Z&EM=aRxI X B...Power receiving side connector
C. =) C...Cable
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1, 1. .. 7r—=A

2, 42. .. axrg ARk
3. . . L—
36. .. vy /i
36a. . . fRIEN

[X4]

[X6]

B. . . ZEM=aRsH
D'. . . M1

51, 51" . . fRIEEET

1, I'...Case

2, 42...Connector body
3...Lever

36...Lock arm
36a...Engaging claw

[FIG. 4]
[FIG. 6]

B...Power receiving side connector

D'...Female terminal
51, 51'...Engagement step section
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