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7. [[0018] With ref er ence to the fig ures, the reference
numeral 1 designates a chair that comprises a frame, designated by
the reference numeral 2, that is advantageously made of a metallic
material that is advantageously tubular and has, in this embodiment,
four legs 3 that protrude downward.
[0019] The legs are advantageously mutually associated or rigidly
coupled by two transverse elements 4a and by two longitudinal
elements, designated by the reference numeral 4b, which constitute a
quadrilateral that is arranged on an approximately horizontal plane.
[0020] The frame 2 acts as a support for a seat, designated by the
reference numeral 5, with which a backrest 6 and/or two armrests
not shown in thefigure, are optionally associated. |
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4. [T[0021] Two approximately rectangular wings 7 protrude
externally from the pair of longitudinal elements 4b of the frame 2
and constitute means for sliding coupling to complementarily shaped
means formed below said seat 5.

[0022] The complementarily shaped means are advantageously
constituted by a pair of receptacles 8 formed by the interspaces
between the lower surface of the seat 5 and two tabs 9 that protrude
from it so as to |lie approximately parallel to the seat 5.

[0023] The tabs 9 are associated, or obtained monolithically, with
¥Be seat at at least one edge, designated by the reference numeral

a.

[0024] In the example shown in the figures, the tabs 9 have a first
edge 10a and asecond edge 10b, which are contiguous and provide a
connection to the seat 5, so that the second edge 10b constitutes
stroke |imiting means for the sliding of the pair of wings 7 in the
respectlve seats 8. ]
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[0025] The pair of wings 7 advantageously has first holes
designated by the reference numeral 11, which are preferably



threaded for the optional interconnection of screws, not shown, that
pass through slots 12a or second holes 12b formed in the tabs 9.

[0026] Advantageously, there are also means suitable to facilitate
unidirectional sliding, such as for example lugs 13 that protrude
obliquely from the lower surfaces of the two wings 7 and can be
optionally associated within said second holes 12b. |
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T. [[0027] With reference to Figure 3, it is noted that it is
possible to fit the seat on the frame easily and very rapidly: this
assembly does not require special knowledge or skills and therefore
can optionally be performed even by the user
[0028] This allows to ship the chairs in a disassembled condition,
so that theyoccupy a very small space by being constituted by a
frame and a seat (with or without a backrest) that can be stacked
separately on other frames and seats.

[0029] The sliding and interlocking connection further allows to
save on the cost of the mechanical means that are normally used,
particularly avoiding the use of screws and rivets. |
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[Referring to FIGS. 2 to 6 , the preferred embodiment of a

N



chair according to the present invention is shown to include a seat
21 , a backrest 3, and a coupling unit 4 .

As illustrated, the seat 21 has a rear portion 217 with two
opposite sides, a front portion 212 and a footrest 22 disposed
frontwardly of the front portion 212 .

The backrest 3 is disposed rearwardly of the seat 21, and has a
lower portion 31 with two opposite sides 31" respectively disposed
proximate to the opposite sides of the rear portion 21” of the seat
21 .1 (E2H%E35~4417)
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4 [The coupling unit 4 includes a pair of spaced apart engaging
tongues 214 . a pair of brackets 5 , and a pair of fastener clips 6
. The engaging tongues 214 are fixed on and extend outwardly from
the opposite sides of the rear portion 21” of the seat 21 ,
respectively. Each of the engaging tongues 214 has a distal end that
is formed with an engaging hole 215 confined by a hole-defining wall
215W. The brackets 5 are respectively fixed on the opposite sides of
the lower portion 31 of the backrest 3 . Each of the brackets 5
defines a tongue-retention channel 53 that extends in a longitudinal
direction and that has a mounting end 53M and an inlet end 53]
opposite to the mounting end 53M. Each of the engaging tongues 214
is snugly insertable into a respective one of the tongue-retention
channels 53 of the backrests 5 via the inlet end 53 I. The fastener
clips 6 are mounted respectively on the brackets 5 . Each of the
fastener clips 6 includes a resilient arm 63 that extends from the
mounting end 53M toward the inlet end 531 and that has an inverted
U-shaped mounting portion 61 mounted on the mounting end 53M, and a
V-shaped engaging end 64 distal from the mounting end 53M and
projecting in a transverse direction relative to the longitudinal
direction into the tongue-retention channel 53 . The V-shaped
engaging end 64 defines an abutment side face 641 and a sliding side
face 642 that is opposite to and that extends from the abutment side
face 641 and that is inclined relative to the longitudinal
direction. The V-shaped engaging end 64 is resiliently movable
relative to the respective tongue-retention channel 53 such that the
V-shaped engaging end 64 resiliently moves in the transverse
direction away from the respective tongue-retention channel 53 when
a respective one of the engaging tongues 214 sl|ides over the sliding
side face 642 upon insertion of the respective engaging tongues 214
into the respective tongue-retention channel 53 , and such that the
V-shaped engaging end 64 resiliently moves toward the respective
tongue-retention channel 53 and into the engaging hole 215 when the
respective one of the engaging tongues 214 passes over the sliding
side face 642 to the abutment side face 641 (see FIG.6). The
abutment side face 641 engages the hole-defining wall 215W of the
engaging hole 215 when the respective one of the engaging tongues
214 is pulled away from the tongue-retention channel 53 (see FIG.

5). Thus, undesired removal of the engaging tongues 214 from the
tongue-retention channels 53 of the backrests 5 is prevented. The
backrest 3 can be detached from the seat 21 by simply pulling the
V-shaped engaging ends 64 of the resilient arms 63 of the fastener
clips 6 from the engaging holes 215 in the engaging tongues 214 so
as to permit removal of the engaging tongues 214 from the tongue-
retention channels 53 of the backrests 5 . | (E2#EE4517~%F3
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™ ['In this embodiment, each of the brackets 5 includes a mounting
wall 51 that is fixed on one of the two opposing sides 317 of the
backrest 3 , that extends in the longitudinal direction, and that
has two side edges, and two spaced-apart generally L-shaped flanges
52 which are fixed on and extend from the side edges of the mounting
wall 51 , respectively, to confine the respective tongue-retention
channel 53 . E3WE28~3417)
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