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 The advisory opinion on the technical scope of a patent invention for Patent No. 
4150028 between the parties above is stated and concluded as follows. 
 
Conclusion 
 The "terminal block "indicated in the drawings and explanatory document of 
Article A does not fall within the technical scope of the invention in Patent No. 4150028. 
 
Reason 
No. 1 Object of the demand 
 The object of the demand for the advisory opinion is to demand the advisory 
opinion that a terminal block (a terminal block made by SEIKO ELECTRIC Co., Ltd., 
model: ATS-14C, hereinafter referred to as "Article A") indicated in the explanatory 
document of Article A and the drawings of Article A, does not fall within the technical 
scope of the invention relating to Claim 7 of Patent No. 4150028. 
 
No. 2 The patent invention 
 The invention relating to Claim 7 of Patent No. 4150028 (hereinafter, referred to 
as the "patent invention"), is acknowledged as described in Claim 7 of the scope of 
claims for patent, according to the description of the specification and drawings 
(hereinafter, referred to as "Description and other materials of the patent"), and 
constituent components thereof are separately described as follows. 
 
"(A) A terminal block comprising: strip-shaped conductive terminals which have screw 
holes for fastening on both sides; and an insulation unit which holds the conductive 
terminals, 
(B) the insulation unit being provided with projecting portions which project out so as to 
prevent crimp terminals from being set at crimp terminal insertion portions in which the 
crimp terminals are erroneously inserted by regulating the outline shapes of the crimp 
terminals, 
(C) the projecting portions being guide rib portions for regulating the erroneous 
insertion of the crimp terminals, which project out from partitioning walls sandwiching 
the conductive terminals to insulate, and are provided on one side or both sides between 
the partitioning walls, the guide rib portions having upper surface portions formed in 
tapered shapes which are high on a front side and low on a back side. 
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No. 3 Article A 
1 "The explanatory document of Article A" attached to the request for the advisory 
opinion describes the following matters. 
(1) "[Title of Article A] terminal block" (page 1, line 2 in the explanatory document of 
Article A) 
 
(2) "[Description of Article A] 

The terminal block (model number: ATS-14C) manufactured and sold by 
SEIKO ELECTRIC Co., Ltd. is as shown in the attached explanatory drawings of 
Article A (Fig. 1, Fig. 2-1, Fig. 2-2, and Fig. 3)."(Page 1, lines 3-6 in the explanatory 
document of Article A) 
 
(3) "Article A is based on a structure of a terminal block of a conventional art, and is 
equipped with an upper stage terminal block I and a lower stage terminal block II." 
(Page 1, lines 8 and 9 in the explanatory document of Article A) 

 
(4) "The upper stage terminal block I is equipped with a large number of crimp terminal 
insertion portions j partitioned by partitioning walls w1.  Each crimp terminal insertion 
portion j has a threaded washer 10, and the threaded washer 10 is urged upward by a 
leaf spring 11.  A screw 12 is M5 (an outer diameter of 5 mm), and is screwed with a 
screw hole 13a of a conductive terminal 13. 
 Also, the lower stage terminal block II is equipped with a large number of crimp 
terminal insertion portions j partitioned by partitioning walls w2 in the same way.  Each 
crimp terminal insertion portion j has a threaded washer 15, and the threaded washer 15 
is urged upward by a leaf spring 11.  A screw 17 is M4 (an outer diameter of 4 mm), 
and is screwed with a screw hole 18a of a conductive terminal 18. 
 A basic structure of the upper terminal block I is the same as a conventionally 
well-known one (for example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 
2001-52776), and a projecting portion 20 is projected out from the partitioning wall w1 
thereof toward the terminal insertion portion j.  A plane surface shape of the projecting 
portion 20 is a generally semi-columnar shape obtained by vertically half-dividing a 
column body, and presses the conductive terminal 13 at a back side part.  An upper 
surface of the projecting portion 20 is a horizontal surface and at a height of 3 mm from 
the upper surface of the conductive terminal 13, and the upper surface is at a generally 
equal height level with a lower end surface of the screw 12 (refer to Fig. 1 (B-1)). 
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 If the insertion of the crimp terminal insertion portion j of the crimp terminal 2 is 
not completed, a part of the crimp terminal 2 runs on to the upper surface of the 
projecting portion 20, and it is sensed that the crimp terminal 2 is not at a proper 
position, in a fastening stage of the screw 12.  Therefore, the crimp terminal 2 is 
prevented from being fastened at an improper position." (Page 1, line 15-page 2, line 9 
in the explanatory document of Article A) 
 
(5) "On the other hand, the screw 17 of the lower stage terminal block II is M4, and 
is screwed with the screw hole 18a of the conductive terminal 18.  A projecting portion 
21 is projected out from the partitioning wall w2 of the lower stage terminal block II 
toward the crimp terminal insertion portion j (refer to Fig. 2-1 (B)), and a plane surface 
shape of the projecting portion 21 is a generally semi-oval shape obtained by half-
dividing an oval column body (further correctly, a shape made by an arc + a horizontal 
straight line + a diagonal line) (refer to Fig. 2-2 (B)), and a side surface shape thereof is 
composed of a front side half portion 21a with high height and a back side half portion 
21b with low height.  Details of the shape of the projecting portion 21 are as shown in 
Fig. 3 (A)." (Page 2, lines 12-18 in the explanatory document of Article A) 
 
(6) "An upper surface of the front side half portion 21a of the projecting portion 21 is an 
arc-shaped upper surface (a curvature radius R : 2 mm) 21f convex upward, and an 
upper surface of the back side half portion 21b is a horizontal surface 21g.  The height 
H of the front side half portion is 3 mm, and the height h1 and the thickness t of the 
back side half portion 21b are respectively 2 mm and 1 mm.  Also, the depth length L of 
the projecting portion 21 is 7.7 mm, the depth length L1 of the front side half portion 
21a is 2.7 mm, and the depth length L2 on a lower surface of the front side half portion 
21a is 3.3 mm. 
 Then, the back side half portion 21b largely extends to the back side, and presses 
the conductive terminal 18 with a long range from an upper side. 
 A positional relationship in the height direction between a lower end surface of 
the screw 17 and the projecting portion 21 is as follows.  That is, a center of the 
curvature radius of the arc-shaped upper surface 21f of the front side half portion 21a of 
the projecting portion 21 is slightly (eccentric amount e: 1 mm) on the back side from a 
front side end of the projecting portion.  Therefore, a front side before an apex of the 
arc-shaped upper surface 21f is a slightly forward-downward curved surface, and a back 
side is a largely backward-downward curved surface to the back side. The apex of the 
arc-shaped upper surface 21f is higher than the lower end surface of the screw 17 by 
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generally 0.4 mm, and contrarily, the horizontal upper surface 21g of the back side half 
portion 21b is lower than the lower end surface of the screw 17 by generally 0.6 mm 
(refer to Fig. 3)." (Page 2, line 20 - page 3, line 7 in the explanatory document of Article 
A) 
 
(7) "If the crimp terminal is inserted in an inlet of the crimp terminal insertion portion j 
in the lower stage terminal block II, for example, in a slightly forward-downward 
(upward) inclined state, the crimp terminal 2, first, the crimp terminal 2 is line-contacted 
with the arc surface of the inlet of the projecting portion 21 to be supported, then, 
descends on the back side (downward) while moving a contact position to the back side, 
and is being inserted toward a lower side of the screw 17 at a proper downwardly 
inclined angle (refer to Fig. 3 (B))." (Page 3, lines 15-19 in the explanatory document of 
Article A) 
 
(8) "4. Explanations of reference numerals in the explanatory drawings of Article A" 
I: upper stage terminal block 
II: lower stage terminal block 
j: crimp terminal insertion portion 
3: crimp terminal 
3a: tip side portion of crimp terminal 
10, 15: threaded washers 
12, 17: screws 
13, 18: conductive terminals 
13a, 18a: screw holes 
20, 21: projecting portions 
21a: front side half portion of the projecting portion 21 
21b: back side half portion of the projecting portion 21 
21f: arc-shaped upper surface convex upward 
21g: horizontal surface 
26: right and left inclined surfaces of the back side half portion 21b of the projecting 
portion 21 
35: inclined surfaces on both of right and left sides of the tip side portion 3a of the 
crimp terminal 3" (page 4, lines 8-24 in the explanatory document of Article A) 
 
(9) "[Brief description of the explanatory drawings of Article A] 

Fig. 1 (A) is a front view of the whole of Article A, Fig. 1 (B) is a side cross-
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sectional view, Fig. 1 (B-1) is a partial enlarged view of Fig. 1 (B), and Fig. 1 (C) is a 
partial plane view of the upper stage terminal block. 

Fig. 2-1 (A) is a side view (refer to Fig. 6 in description and other materials of 
the patent) which schematically indicates a relationship during the insertion of the crimp 
terminal 2, between the upper surface of the projecting portion 1 and the crimp terminal 
2 of the invention relating to Claim 7 of the specification, and Fig. 2-1 (B) is a side view 
which schematically indicates a relationship during the insertion of the crimp terminal 3, 
between the upper surface of the projecting portion 21 and the crimp terminal 3 in the 
lower stage terminal block II of Article A. 
 Fig. 2-2 (A) is a plane view which schematically indicates a relationship 
between the projecting portion 20 and a tip side portion 2a of the crimp terminal 2 when 
the crimp terminal 2 in the upper stage terminal block I of Article A is stored at the 
proper position in the crimp terminal insertion portion j, and Fig. 2-2 (B) is a plane view 
which schematically indicates a relationship between the projecting portion 21 and a tip 
side portion 3a of the crimp terminal 3 when the crimp terminal 3 of the lower stage 
terminal block II of Article A is stored at the proper position in the crimp terminal 
insertion portion j. 
 Fig. 3 (A) is a side view which schematically enlarges and indicates a side 
surface shape of the projecting portion 21 in the lower stage terminal block II of Article 
A, and Fig. 3 (B) schematically enlarges and indicates a relationship during the insertion 
of the crimp terminal, between the arc-shaped upper surface of the front side half 
portion 21a of the projecting portion 21 and the tip side portion 2a of the crimp terminal 
2." (Page 4, line 25 to page 5, line 14 in the explanatory document of Article A) 
 
2 The explanatory drawings of Article A illustrate the following matters. 
2-1 The upper stage terminal block I of Article A 
(1) If combining Fig. 1 (B), Fig. 1 (B-1), and Fig. 1 (C), the conductive terminal shown 
by reference numeral 13 in Fig. 1 (B-1) is shaped in a strip, and is provided with screw 
holes 13a shown by reference numeral 13a in Fig. 1 (C) on both sides. 
 
(2) If combining Fig. 1 (B-1), Fig. 1 (C), and Fig. 2-2 (A), the upper stage terminal 
block shown by reference numeral I in Fig. 1 (B-1) is made from a member which has 
the partitioning walls partitioning the crimp terminal insertion portions shown by 
reference numeral j in Fig. 1 (B-1) and Fig. 1 (C) and shown by reference numeral w1 
in Fig. 1 (C) and Fig. 2-2 (A).  Furthermore, the member which has the partitioning 
walls w1 holds the conductive terminal 13. 
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(3) If combining Fig. 1 (B), Fig. 1 (B-1), Fig. 1 (C), and Fig. 2-2 (A), the partitioning 
wall w1 is protrusively provided with the projecting portion shown by the reference 
number 20 in Fig. 1 (B-1), Fig. (C), and Fig. 2-2 (A), and the projecting portion 20 has a 
horizontal upper surface portion. 
 
2-2 The lower stage terminal block II of Article A 
(1) If combining Fig. 1 (B-1) and Fig. 1 (C), the conductive terminal shown by the 
reference numeral 18 in Fig. 1 (B-1) has a generally reversed L-shape in a side view, 
and is provided with the screw hole shown by reference numeral 18a in Fig. 1 (C).  Also, 
Fig. 2-1 (B) is a drawing which schematically performs indication corresponding to the 
invention relating to Claim 7, and does not precisely express the lower stage terminal 
block II of Article A. 
 
(2) If combining Fig. 1 (B-1), Fig. 1 (C), and Fig. 2-2 (B), the lower stage terminal 
block shown by reference numeral II in Fig. 1 (B-1) is made from a member which has 
the partitioning walls partitioning the crimp terminal insertion portions j and shown by 
reference numeral w2 in Fig. 1 (B-1) and Fig. 2-2 (B).  The member which has the 
partitioning walls w2 holds the conductive terminal 18. 
 
(3) If combining Fig. 1 (B-1), Fig. 1 (C), and Fig. 2-2 (B), the crimp terminal shown by 
reference numeral 3 in Fig. 1 (C) and Fig. 2-2 (B) is provided with the partitioning walls 
w2 on right and left sides thereof, and the partitioning walls w2 are protrusively 
provided with the projecting portions shown by reference numeral 21 in Fig. 1 (C) and 
Fig. 2-2 (B). 
 
(4) If combining Fig. 1 (B-1), Fig. 1 (C), Fig. 2-2 (B), Fig. 3 (A), and Fig. 3 (B), the 
projecting portion 21 is composed of a front side half portion shown by reference 
numeral 21a in Fig. 3 (A) and Fig. 3 (B) and having an arc-shaped upper surface portion 
convex upward, and a back side half portion shown by reference numeral 21b in Fig. 3 
(A) and Fig. 3 (B) and having a horizontal upper surface portion, when viewed from an 
inlet direction of the crimp terminal insertion portion j. 
 
3 Recognition of Article A 
As viewed from matters of 1,2-1 and 2-2, if described in conformity with the patent 
invention, the structure of Article A is acknowledged as follows. 
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3-1 The upper stage terminal block I of Article A 
"(a1) The upper stage terminal block I comprising: strip-shaped conductive terminals 13 
which have screw holes 13a for fastening on both sides; and a member which has 
partitioning walls w1 holding the conductive terminals 13, 
(b1) the member which has the partitioning walls w1 being provided with projecting 
portions 20 so as to project out to crimp terminal insertion portions j, 
(c1) the projecting portions 20 being projecting members which project out from the 
partitioning walls w1 sandwiching the conductive terminals 13, and are provided on 
both sides between the partitioning walls w1, the projecting members having horizontal 
upper surface portions." 
3-2 The lower stage terminal block II of Article A 
"(a2) The lower stage terminal block II comprising: conductive terminals 18 which have 
a screw hole 18a for fastening, and have a generally reversed L-shape in a side view; 
and a member which has partitioning walls w2 holding the conductive terminals 18, 
(b2) the member which has the partitioning walls w2 being provided with projecting 
portions 21 so as to project out to crimp terminal insertion portions j, 
(c2) the projecting portion 21 being projecting members which project out from the 
partitioning walls w2 sandwiching the conductive terminals 18, and are provided on 
both sides between the partitioning walls w2, the projecting members being composed 
of front side half portions 21a having arc-shaped upper surface portions convex upward, 
and back side half portions 21b having horizontal upper surface portions." 
 
No. 4 Comparison / judgment 
 It is compared and judged as follows whether Article A satisfies the separately 
described constituent components (A) to (C) relating to the patent invention. 
1 The upper stage terminal block I of Article A 
1-1 Sufficiency of the constituent component (A) 

In comparison of the patent invention with the upper stage terminal block I of 
Article A, "the conductive terminals 13" of the latter corresponds to "the conductive 
terminals" of the former, and it is obvious that the member which has the partitioning 
walls provided between the terminals are usually configured from insulation material, so 
that it can be said that "the member which has partitioning walls w1 holding the 
conductive terminals 13" of the latter corresponds to "an insulation unit which holds the 
conductive terminals" of the former. 

 Therefore, the upper stage terminal block I of Article A satisfies the constituent 
component (A) of the patent invention. 
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 On this point, there is no dispute between the demandant and the demandee. 
 
1-2 Sufficiency of the constituent component (B) 
 In comparison of the patent invention with the upper stage terminal block I of 
Article A, It is obvious from their shapes that "the projecting portions 20" of the latter 
are provided so as to prevent the crimp terminals 2 from being set at crimp terminal 
insertion portions j in which the crimp terminals 2 are erroneously inserted, by 
regulating the outline shapes of the crimp terminals 2, so that it can be said that "the 
projecting portions 20" refer to "the projecting portions which project out so as to 
prevent the crimp terminals from being set at crimp terminal insertion portions in which 
the crimp terminals are erroneously inserted, by regulating the outline shapes of the 
crimp terminals" of the former. 
 Therefore, the upper stage terminal block I of Article A satisfies the constituent 
component (B) of the patent invention. 
 On this point, there is no dispute between the demandant and the demandee. 
 
1-3 Sufficiency of the constituent component (C) 

We will examine "tapered" in "the guide rib portions having upper surface 
portions formed in tapered shapes which are high on a front side and low on a back 
side" of the constituent component (C). 

Though the general meaning of a term "tapered" is "a state gradually decreasing 
a diameter in a conical shape, its gradient, and a pointed cone" (Kojien, 6th Edition), in 
the patent invention, the guide rib portion having the upper surface portion formed in 
tapered shape which is high on the front side and low on the back side is formed in a 
shape different from a conical shape which is the general meaning of the term, judging 
from the embodiment 3 of Description and other materials of the patent.  Namely, in a 
side view, the upper surface portion of the guide rib portion is formed as an inclined 
surface of which cross section is high on the front side and low on the back side, and it 
can be said that the inclined surface means the tapered upper surface portion in the 
patent invention. 
 Furthermore, according to "in order to make insertion of the amplifier terminal 7 
easy, the top end surface attaches the taper which inclines under slant from on slant. The 
height of this rib changes also with the size of an amplifier terminal or a screw. If the 
foot tip of a screw and the upper end part of the rib are made flat-tapped, the amplifier 
terminal 7 is carried out aslant for a while, and it inserts easily along the tapered surface, 
and can set to a predetermined value." (Paragraph [0060]), "that is, as shown in Fig. 6, 
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in the usual terminal block 30A, insert the amplifier terminal 7 easily in order of 
"1" "2" "3", the hole 7a for screws of the amplifier terminal 7 is made to penetrate 
by the point 8a of the pin guide component 8 along the tapered surface of the guide rib 
part 41a, and it sets on the screw hole 2 of the terminal 3." (Paragraph [0063]), and [Fig. 
6] relating to the embodiment 3 of Description and other materials of the patent, it can 
be understood that the tapered upper surface portion of the guide rib portion has a 
function capable of setting the amplifier terminal in the screw hole at a predetermined 
value; namely, at a predetermined place by guiding the amplifier terminal along the 
upper surface portion. 
 Then, "projecting members" of the upper stage terminal block I of Article A 
have horizontal upper surface portions in a side view, so that the "projecting members" 
have different shapes from "guide rib portions" of the patent invention; namely, 
"portions having upper surface portions formed in tapered shapes which are high on a 
front side and low on a back side," and do not have a function capable of setting the 
amplifier terminal in the screw hole at a predetermined place by guiding the amplifier 
along the upper surface portion. 
 Therefore, the upper stage terminal block I of Article A does not satisfy the 
constituent component (C) of the patent invention. 
 On the point which does not satisfy the constituent component (C), there is no 
dispute between the demandant and demandee. 
 
1-4 Summary 
 As mentioned above, the upper stage terminal block I of Article A does not 
satisfy the constituent component (C) of the patent invention, so that it cannot be said 
that the upper stage terminal block I does not fall within the technical scope of the 
patent invention. 
 On this point, there is no dispute between the demandant and demandee. 
 
2 The lower stage terminal block II of Article A 
2-1 Sufficiency of the constituent component (A) 
 In the lower stage terminal block II of Article A, the conductive terminal 18 is a 
generally reversed L-shaped in a side view, and as shown in Fig. 1 (B-1) and Fig. 1 (C), 
bends from its middle part.  The conductive terminal 18, considering Fig. 1 (B-1) and 
Fig. 1 (C), has one screw hole 18a for fastening, and is not a strip-shape provided with 
screw holes on both sides. 

Therefore, the lower stage terminal block II of Article A does not satisfy the 



 11 / 28 

constituent component (A) of the patent invention. 
 
 Concerning the conductive terminal 18, the demandant and the demandee 
overlook the point that the conductive terminal 18 is the generally reversed L-shaped in 
the side view and has only one screw hole 18a for fastening.  Therefore, their allegation 
cannot be accepted. 
 
2-2 Sufficiency of the constituent component (B) 
 In comparison of the patent invention with the lower stage terminal block II of 
Article A, it is obvious that a member which has the partitioning walls provided 
between terminals is usually made from insulation material, so that it can be said that "a 
member which has the partitioning walls w2" of the latter refers to "an insulation unit" 
of the former.  Furthermore, it is obvious that "projecting portions 21" of the latter are 
provided so as to prevent the crimp terminal 3 from being set at crimp terminal insertion 
portions j in which the crimp terminals 3 are erroneously inserted, by regulating the 
outline shapes of the crimp terminals 3, from their shapes, so that it can be said that "the 
projecting portions 21" of the latter refer to "projecting portions which project out so as 
to prevent the crimp terminals from being set at crimp terminal insertion portions in 
which the crimp terminals are erroneously inserted, by regulating the outline shapes of 
the crimp terminals" of the former. 
 Therefore, the lower stage terminal block II of Article A satisfies the constituent 
component (B) of the patent invention. 
 On this point, there is no dispute between the demandant and the demandee. 
 
2-3 Sufficiency of the constituent component (C) 
 It is obvious that "projecting members" of the lower stage terminal block II of 
Article A are members for regulating the erroneous insertion of the crimp terminal, so 
that it can be said that the projecting members are members "for regulating the 
erroneous insertion of the crimp terminals which project out from partitioning walls 
sandwiching the conductive terminals to insulate, and are provided on one side or both 
sides between the partitioning walls." 
 Also, No. 3 1 (7) in the explanatory document of Article A describes that "if the 
crimp terminal is inserted in a slightly forward-downward (upward) inclined state in an 
inlet of the crimp terminal insertion portion j of the lower stage terminal block II, first, 
the crimp terminal 2 is line-contacted with the arc surface of the inlet of the projecting 
portion 21 to be supported, then, descends on the back side (downward) while moving a 
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contact position to the back side, and is being inserted toward a lower side of the screw 
17 at a proper downwardly inclined angle," so that the projecting member provided on 
the projecting portion 21 guides the crimp terminal 2 toward the lower side of the screw 
17 and also serves as a guide member. 
 Then, "the projecting members" of the lower stage terminal block II of Article A 
correspond to "the guide rib portions" of the patent invention. 
 Although "the projecting members" of the lower stage terminal block II of 
Article A are composed of the front side half portions 21a having the arc-shaped upper 
surface portions convex upward, and the back side half portions 21b having horizontal 
upper surface portions, in a side view, the front side half portions 21a of the lower stage 
terminal block II of Article A will be further examined. 
 Though the front side half portion 21a of the lower stage terminal block II of 
Article A has the arc-shaped upper surface portion convex upward, according to Fig. 1 
(B-1), Fig. 3 (A), and Fig. 3 (B), it is shown that the front side half portion 21a is 
composed of a part (hereinafter, referred to as "a front side half portion 21a1") 
increasing height from a place lower than the apex of the convex portion on the inlet 
side toward the apex of the convex portion, and a part (hereinafter, referred to as "a 
front side half portion 21a2") decreasing height from the apex of the convex portion 
toward a boundary with the back side half portion, when viewed from an inlet direction 
of the crimp terminal insertion portion j. 
 Then, in the projecting member composed of the front side half portion 21a1, the 
front side half portion 21a2, and the back side half portion 21b in the lower stage 
terminal block II of Article A, considering the plane shape of the projecting member in 
the projecting portion 21 in Fig. 1 (C) and Fig. 2-2 (B) which are plane views, it is 
obvious that the front side half portion 21a1, the front side half portion 21a2, and the 
back side half portion 21b configuring the projecting member in the projecting portion 
21 are integral and inseparable for functioning as crimp terminal erroneous insertion 
regulation. 
 Therefore, "the projecting member" of the lower stage terminal block II of 
Article A is composed of the front side half portion 21a having the arc-shaped upper 
surface portion convex upward, and the back side half portion 21b having the horizontal 
upper surface portion.  The front side half portion 21a is composed of the part (the front 
side half portion 21a1) increasing height from the place lower than the apex of the 
convex portion on the inlet side toward the apex of the convex portion, and the part (the 
front side half portion 21a2) ranging to the front side half portion 21a1 and decreasing 
height from the apex of the convex portion toward the boundary with the back side half 
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portion, when viewed from an inlet direction of the crimp terminal insertion portion j, 
and the front side half portion 21a1, the front side half portion 21a2, and the back side 
half portion 21b are integrally and inseparably continued. 
 Consequently, in the light of the shape of "the projecting members" in the lower 
stage terminal block II of Article A, "the projecting members" in the lower stage 
terminal block II of Article A are different in shape from "the guide rib portions" of the 
patent invention; namely, the members "having upper surface portions formed in 
tapered shapes which are high on a front side and low on a back side." 
 Furthermore, in the explanatory document of Article A, as described in No. 3 1 
(7) that "if the crimp terminal is inserted in a slightly forward-downward (upward) 
inclined state in an inlet of the crimp terminal insertion portion j of the lower stage 
terminal block II, first, the crimp terminal 2 is line-contacted with the arc surface of the 
inlet of the projecting portion 21 to be supported, then, descends on the back side 
(downward) while moving a contact position to the back side, and is being inserted 
toward a lower side of the screw 17 at a proper downwardly inclined angle," the crimp 
terminal 2 is line-contacted with the arc-shaped upper surface 21f of the projecting 
portion 21 at a tip end to be supported, then the crimp terminal 2 slides while line-
contacting with the arc-shaped upper surface 21f, and when the tip end reaches the 
horizontal surface 21g, line-contacts with the horizontal surface 21g.  The crimp 
terminal 2 is supported at two points on the arc-shaped upper surface 21f and the 
horizontal upper surface 21g, and it can be said that the arc-shaped upper surface 21f 
and the horizontal upper surface 21g function as the guide members.  Therefore, as 
mentioned above, "the projecting members" of the lower stage terminal block II of 
Article are members which support the crimp terminals 2 and do not guide the crimp 
terminals 2 along them, whereas in the patent invention, the tapered-shaped upper 
surface portion of the guide rib portion guides the amplifier terminal along its upper 
surface portion to be set at a predetermined place (refer to "1-3 sufficiency of the 
constituent component (C)"), so that "the projecting members" of the lower stage 
terminal block II of Article A also differ in their function from the guide rib portions of 
the patent invention. 
 Therefore, the lower stage terminal block II of Article A does not satisfy the 
constituent component (C) of the patent invention. 
 
 The demandee alleges, on page 8, lines 1-12 in the written reply, that "Claim 7 
describes 'the guide rib portions having upper surface portions formed in tapered shapes 
which are high on a front side and low on a back side,' and does not describe that the 
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guide rib portions refuse the addition of another shape at all.  If the guide rib portions 
refuse the addition of another shape, I think an expression for limiting such as ‘formed 
only by a tapered shape’ is necessary.  Therefore, the configuration obtained by adding 
another configuration to ‘having upper surface portions formed in tapered shapes which 
are high on a front side and low on a back side’ uses the patent right.  As well-known, if 
satisfying all of the constituent components described in the scope of claims for patent, 
an invention is within the technical scope of the patent invention, so that Article A is 
within the technical scope of the patent invention when equipped with the front side half 
portion 21a, regardless of the presence/absence of the back side half portion 21b.  The 
projecting portion adding the back side half portion 21b to the front side half portion 
21a uses the invention of Claim 7." 
 The projecting member in the lower stage terminal block II of Article A, 
integrally and inseparably has the part ("the front side half portion 21a1" mentioned 
above) increasing height from the place lower than the apex of the convex portion on 
the inlet side toward the apex of the convex portion, and the back side half portion 21b, 
in addition to the part ("the front side half portion 21a2" mentioned above) decreasing 
height from the apex of the convex portion toward the boundary with the back side half 
portion 21b.  Therefore, "the projecting members" in the lower stage terminal block II 
of Article A have different shapes from "the guide rib portions" "having upper surface 
portions formed in tapered shapes which are high on a front side and low on a back 
side" of the patent invention, do not guide the crimp terminal along them, and differ in 
their function as mentioned above, so that the allegation of the demandee that the 
former uses latter cannot be accepted. 
 
 Also, the demandee, on page 6, line 19 to page 7, line 6 in the written reply, 
alleges that "Furthermore, the demandant demands a trial for invalidation on the same 
day (Invalidation No. 2015-800128), Evidence A No. 1 (Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Application Publication No. 2001-52776), Evidence A No. 2 (Japanese Unexamined 
Utility Model Application Publication No. H6-77165), and Evidence A No. 3 (Japanese           
Examined Utility Model Application Publication No. S55-55500) are provided.  The 
demandee thinks there is no reason for invalidation in the invention relating to Claim 7 
of the patent right, and although detailed argument is given in the trial for invalidation, 
pays attention to Evidence A No. 2 provided by the demandant.  What the demandant 
indicates by Evidence A No. 2 is Fig. 7, and the arc surface shown by reference numeral 
22 (the partial enlarged view in the reference drawing 1 of the request for the demand 
for the invalidation trial).  The arc surface shown by reference numeral 22 is an inclined 
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surface, and is the same as the front side half portion 21a of the projecting portion of 
Article A.  That is, the demandant recognizes that the shape of the front side half portion 
21a of the projecting portion of Article A is included in 'the tapered shape' described in 
Claim 7.  Therefore, the front side half portions 21a of the projecting portions in the 
terminal block II of Article A completely satisfy the wording of "the guide rib portions 
having upper surface portions formed in tapered shapes which are high on a front side 
and low on a back side." 

Though, the allegation relates to the front side half portion 21a2 of the front side 
half portion 21a in the projecting member in the lower stage terminal block II of Article 
A, as mentioned above, in the lower stage terminal block II of Article A, the front side 
half portion 21a1, the front side half portion 21a2, and the back side half portion 21b are 
integral and inseparable, and "the projecting members" of the lower stage terminal block 
II of Article A and "the guide rib portions" of the patent invention differ in their shapes 
and functions as described above, so that the allegation of the demandee cannot be 
accepted. 
 
2-4 Summary 

As mentioned above, the lower stage terminal block II of Article A does not 
satisfy the constituent components (A) and (C) of the patent invention, so that it cannot 
be said that the lower stage terminal block II falls within the technical scope of the 
patent invention. 
 
3 Summary 

As mentioned above, it cannot be said that both of the upper stage terminal 
block I of Article A and the lower stage terminal block II of Article A fall within the 
technical scope of the patent invention. 
 
No. 5 Closing 

Consequently, Article A does not fall within the technical scope of the patent 
invention. 

Therefore, the advisory opinion shall be made as described in the conclusion. 
 
  October 29, 2015 
 

Chief administrative judge:   KOYANAGI, Kengo 
Administrative judge:   NAKAGAWA, Ryuji 
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Administrative judge:   MORIKAWA, Mototsugu 
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イ号説明図 The explanatory drawings of Article A 
図１ Fig. 1 
イ号端子台（型式：ＡＴＳ－１４Ｃ） Terminal block of Article A (model : 
ATS14C) 
端子ネジ Terminal screw 
圧着端子 Crimp terminal 
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図２－１ Fig. 2-1 
（Ａ）請求項７に係る発明の突出部 (A) Projecting portion of the invention 
relating to Claim 7 
傾斜面  Inclined surface 
ねじ穴  Screw hole 
導電端子 Conductive terminal 
隔壁 Partitioning wall 
ａ－ａ図 a-a drawing 
（Ｂ）イ号物件の突出部 (B) projecting portion of Article A 
ｂ－ｂ図 b-b drawing 
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図３ イ号の突出部拡大図 Fig. 3 Enlarged view of the projecting portion of 
Article A 
前側半部 Front side half portion 
奥側半部 Back side half portion 
導電端子 Conductive terminal 
 


