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[The present invention relates to precut, preshaped adhesive tape
strips or members for application to an upper eyelid to retain a
fold in the skin thereof, an applicator device for facilitating
placement of such an adhesive member on the skin surface of the
eyelid, and a method for use of the tape strip in nonsurgically
taking a tuck in loose skin, such as at the upper eyelid. |
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(1) FE2ME46~591T

[The tape strip member has a backing of hypo-allergenic material
and adhesive such as to make the strip very thin, very soft and
pliable, strong, tear resistant, easily conformed to body contours
non-irritating, and water resistant. The skin of the upper eyelid is
folded down over the adhesive strip and attached to the exposed
adhesive on the other side of the adhesive strip; and, the folded
skin of the upper eyelid folded back upon itself with its edge along
the bottom edge of the adhesive strip to form an artificial super
tarsal fold which is deeper and higher than the natural fold. The
application of the tape strip is facilitated by the use of an
applicator device which releasably carries the tape strip to the
eyelid. ]
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(7) £3MWE43~6 11T

[Turning first to FIG.5, a simplified drawing through the upper
eyelid 10 in conjunction with an eyeball 12 is shown, depicting the
desired objective of the present invention; that is, if the natural
super tarsal fold in the upper eyelid 10 is replaced by a deeper
artificial super tarsal fold, an effective tuck will be taken in the
loose skin of the upper eyelid 10. According to the present
invention, a very thin strip of double-sided adhesive tape 32
generally less than 1 cm in width and 4 cm in length is attached to
the upper eyelid 10 with the bottom edge spaced about 8-12 mm above
the ciliary margin 20 and/or the top edge above the fold line of the
natural super tarsal fold. The skin above the adhesive strip 32 is
then folded down and then back upon itself as shown in FIG. 5 with
the bottom edge of the skin aligned along the bottom edge of the
tape strip 32. The adhesive strip 32 maintains the deeper and higher
artificial super tarsal fold thus formed in the desired position. |
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lAnother example of a strip member 32 suitable for use in the
present invention is that made by the Minnesota Mining &
Manufacturing Co. (3M) of St. Paul, Minn. under specification No.
1512-3 of August, 1981. In such a 3M tape, the strip material may
comprise a backing material of transparent polyethylene film having
a thickness of 1.5 mils. The adhesive coating or lamina on each side
surface of the backing material may be a hypoallergenic, synthetic,
acrylate based pressure sensitive adhesive. The thickness of the
backing material and the adhesive lamina on opposite side surfaces
thereof may result in a thickness of about 3 mils. The backing
material of polyethylene film in the 3M example is generally
occlusive and is suitable for use for relatively short periods of
time. |
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lLiner sheet 44 may be a skin bleached two-sided silicone treated
polyethylene coated paper of a suitable basis weight.

Examples of strip members 32 as described above comprising a
backing material and adhesive lamina may be cut into a shape to
provide an elongated strip of varying width with curved or arcuate
longitudinal edges to readily conform to the three dimensional
contours or shape of the skin forming the upper eyelid. ]
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lPractice of the method of this invention, namely, attaching one
side of an adhesive strip member having adhesive on both sides along
one surface of the intended tuck area, folding the skin of the
intended tuck area over the adhesive strip and attaching it to the
exposed adhesive on the other side of the adhesive strip is
facilitated by the use of an applicator device as shown in FIGS. 16,
17 and 18. FIG. 16 is similar to FIG. 7 in the illustration of the
pulling back of the loose upper eyelid skin 10 by a finger and
positioning of strip member 32 on the eyelid skin surface
substantially as shown in FIG. 7. In FIG. 16, the strip member 32 is
shown as being applied by an applicator device 70. ]
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