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(7) TMETHOD OF PRODUCING DRY PET FOOD] (FE1H#E11T) (K>
ARy F 72— KFQELERE)

(4) [The dry facinaceous (ZZ:¥ : [facinaceous] & Tfarinaceous| MDEREE

ERH S, ) ingredients are first ground to obtain a final size of at least 30 mesh, and
then the dry material is added to the heated homogenized meat mixture. The preferred
proportions of the resultant mix range from at least 25% of the meat mixture to 50%,
depending on the desired finished product, but more importantly, insuring that the
minimum fat content of the final product will be at least7'/2 %.
After metering the wet and dry ingredients to obtain the aforementioned proportions,
mixing is accomplished in a high-speed blender. The blended mixture is then pumped
through a conventional extruder-cooker, where the product is subjected to temperatures
of from 225° to 325°F and a pressure of at least 50 p.s.i. The mixture is rapidly cooked
and passes through an extruder die to the atmosphere in the form of a rope. At this point,
the hot product is at a temperature of at least 250°F and an instantaneous flashing of the
water contained in the extruded product occurs due to the substantial change in
temperature and pressure. The flashing of the water into steam produces an expansion of
the extruded rope of material and at a point where the extruded rope is cooled to a level
below 200°F. It is cut into small, chunklike pieces by a rotating knife. The product at
this point is therefore in sterile chunks generally containing from 15% to 25% moisture.
The product is then immediately passes through a conventional dryer, and the water
content is removed to obtain a final moisture content of from 7% to 15%.

Due to the low moisture content of the final product and to anti-mold agents,
such as potassium sorbate, incorporated in the dry mix, the product is micro-
biologically stable. More importantly, our tests have shown that the resulting product
has surprising appetite appeal topets.] (S 1#HE 5 91T~FE 24E 2 517)
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Table 2. Water activities of some common foods and ingredients.

Waaer sclivity

Canned pet food (L85 and greoker
Soft nmst i lood, =22% modsbune 183
Senrch 0.n8-0.80
Maplu sYTup {1 &0
Diried whobe egg. 105 momton .70
Rulled ongs, 1FF maissare {63
Raw come uapar 068
D pet foods 40045

Whole cgg powder, 5% moisture .40

]

(Table 2. Water activities of some common foods and ingredients.)
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