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REASONS FOR PARTICIPATING 
– Where US is the OSF

Cost
Reduced cost of US prosecution
Avoid cost of US accelerated exam requirements

Quality
Quality of Examination in US is Based on OFF Quality
USPTO adds Quality for unique US Requirements

Speed 
Consistent with Compact Prosecution
Consistent with Early Interviews 

Strategy
Permits rapid grant of claims allowed in OFF and filing of 
continuations for broader claims if desired.
May Avoid Prosecution Estoppels
Consistency in Claims and Prosecution World Wide
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Advantages to USPTO 

Reduction in Pendency
Reduction in Backlog
Increase in Worksharing
Reduced duplication of search, examination and 
attorney interaction
Reduction in Costs
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USPTO Experiences to Date
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Observations from US Experience

USPTO Allowance Rates:
PPH Cases – 91%
PCT-PPH Cases – 94%
Non-PPH Cases – 44%

USPTO Actions Per Disposal
Paris-PPH Cases – 1.88 (Δ=.42)
PCT-PPH Cases – 1.17 (Δ=1.13)
Non-PPH Cases – 2.3
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AIPLA 2009 Economic Survey
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Cost of Action per Disposal: 
AIPLA 2009 Economic Survey
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Cost of Action per Disposal: 
AIPLA 2009 Economic Survey
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Observations from US Experience

Cost Savings at $2,322 per Action
Paris-PPH Cases - $975
PCT-PPH Cases - $2624
Does not include client overhead savings or 
local law firm fee savings for response to 
Action

Cost adjustments
No USPTO fees
Fees/Costs for requesting PPH
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Observations from US Experience

PPH/PCT filings are rapidly increasing
Quality of Search and Examination is 
based on OFF competence where USPTO 
is OSF
Users filing into the USPTO as OSF can 
save approx. $1000 - $3,000 per 
application in prosecution costs
SME’s who need rapid patent grants can 
obtain rights quickly and at lower cost
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CONCLUSIONS: 
Success of PPH is Growing

PPH/US Program has been attractive using the Paris 
route (>4,000 to date), particularly where OFF is the 

JPO (2911) and KIPO (547)
Months from PPH/Paris request to First OA: 4.0-10.0

PPH/US Program has been popular using the 
PCT route

 
(>500 since 1.28.10), particularly where 

from the EPO (163), KIPO (220) and JPO (135)
Months from PPH/PCT request to First OA: 1.5 to 5.0

Significant Cost Savings for Large and Small Users
Quality is high, based on JPO/EPO as OFF



AIPLA Update on PPH 18February 1, 2011

CONCLUSIONS
Additional Changes Are Needed

Users should advocate for additional changes, impacting on 
cost and convenience, to broaden
(1) access to and (2) acceptance of PPH

Change OFF to Office of First Examination (OFE)
Enhance Plurilateral arrangements
Streamline and simplify PPH requirements and procedures

Promotion and Education should be increased
Strategies for Use
Benefits to Users
Perceived Disadvantages addressed

Quality Procedures and Metrics should be adopted in 
parallel to prove value and reliability
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